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A total of 149 human rights violations were 

recorded in August down from the 223 figure 

recorded in July. Harassment and intimidation 

cases decreased in August to 80 violations, 

followed by theft and/or looting which recorded 

22, and assault with 15. Mashonaland Central had 

the highest recorded violations in August with 41, 

followed by Harare with 36 and Mashonaland 

East with 24. While the figures are lower than the 

previous month, a closer look at the nature of 

cases makes for disturbing reading. The violations 

were mainly politically motivated and peaked 

towards or during political events. This still points 

towards a festering culture of political intolerance 

that potentially spells trouble in 2018 elections. A 

lingering culture of fear cultivated by impunity as 

a result of reluctance by responsible authorities to 

act on political violence has resulted in more 

compliance from the victims and less resistance or 

the will to report the cases.  

A significant number of violations were 

perpetrated in defense of the First Family or to 

further their political interest. Those who resist or 

criticize the first family have been targets of Zanu 

PF activists. 

ZPP has noted a sharp increase in political conflict 

but a contradicting drop in the number violations 

and number of victims for the month of August. 

The majority of victims remained unknown 

because they were not prepared to risk retribution 

for exposing the abuses. Five hundred and seven 

out of 745 of the victims were male while 238 

were female. Four hundred and eighty six of the 

546 perpetrators were male. Amongst the 

perpetrators this month were soldiers who were 

accused of assaulting police officers in the Central 

Business District of Harare. 

Most of the violations recorded were towards the 

Heroes Day Holiday. It has become a trend that 

violations peak during key events that are meant 

to be national which end up political and 

associated with the Zanu PF party. It was 

encouraging to note that in the month under 

review the two main political leaders, President 

Robert Mugabe and Morgan Tsvangirai spoke out 

against violence perpetrated by their supporters.  

Tsvangirai took further action by suspending 

those implicated. Although President Mugabe 

condemned violence perpetrated by a group 

associated with his party he also directed that the 

perpetrators be attacked violently before being 

 
 

The organisation was founded in 2000 by church-based 

and human rights organisations. The current members of 

ZPP are Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ), 

Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC), Catholic 

Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe (CCJPZ), 

Counselling Services Unit (CSU), Habakkuk Trust, 

Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights), Civic 

Education Network Trust (CIVNET), Zimbabwe Lawyers 

for Human Rights (ZLHR) and Women’s Coalition of 

Zimbabwe (WCoZ). 
 

ZPP was established with the objective of monitoring, 

documenting and building peace and promoting the 

peaceful resolution of disputes and conflicts. The peace 

project seeks to foster dialogue and political tolerance 

through non-partisan peace monitoring activities, mainly 

through monitors who document the violations of rights in 

the provinces.   

 

The monitors, who at full complement stand at 420, 

constitute the core pool of volunteers, supported by three 
Regional Coordinators.  The Regional Coordinators 

relate with the national office headed by the National 

Director and programme officers in various units. 
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handed to the police. Violence of any form should 

be condemned regardless of who perpetrates it. 

This has not yielded the desired results as those he 

chided have been implicated in more violence in 

the party. President Mugabe further worsened 

issues by declaring that those who killed white 

farmers would not face prosecution. This is likely 

to increase impunity among his supporters. 

The majority perpetrators of human rights 

violations in August are associated with Zanu PF 

in one way or the other  81,2% of the reported 

cases).The opposition MDC-T was responsible for 

5,9% of the cases. Security agents that include the 

police, Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) and 

Central Intelligence Organization (CIO) were 

responsible for a combined 11,4%. War veterans 

have not featured prominently as perpetrators in 

the last few months. This may be due to the falling 

out of the war veterans body with the ruling Zanu 

PF party. 

Out of the 8 intra-party cases of violence recorded 

in August, 7 were recorded in the ruling Zanu PF 

party while only one case was recorded in the 

opposition MDC-T. This may be due to the 

factional succession battles playing out in the 

ruling party, which have degenerated into open 

conflict heightened during this month by 

accusations of ‘poisoning’ Vice President 

Emmerson Mnangagwa at a youth interface rally 

in Gwanda. It is possible there might have been 

more than one case of conflict within the MDC-T 

as for most of the other cases there have been 

hushed voices and could manifest to haunt the 

party in the future. 

Freedom of expression came under attack as 

political activists were arrested for expressing 

their opinions on social media or harassed for 

donning regalia that was seen as poking fun at the 

‘first family’. Section (61) of the constitution says 

every person has the right to freedom of 

expression which includes freedom of artistic 

expression and scientific research, creativity. The 

arrest of war veteran Victor Matemadanda, which 

he believes was triggered by a T-shirt ridiculed 

First Lady Grace Mugabe is an affront to freedom 

of expression. Another Zanu PF supporter Energy 

Mutodi was also picked up by police for 

expressing his opinion on Facebook. He was 

subsequently beaten up by known Zanu PF 

activists while on bail. 

Intra-party violence was also recorded in the main 

opposition Movement for Democratic Change 

(MDC-T) when Vice President Thokozani Khupe 

and other party stalwarts in Bulawayo had their 

meeting disrupted by party youths who were 

unhappy with her decision to stay away from the 

MDC Alliance signing ceremony. Violence 

erupted and Khupe had to seek medical attention. 

Some high ranking party official celebrated the 

political intolerance and attack on Khupe and 

party president Morgan Tsvangirai subsequently 

suspended party members who were implicated. 

Heroes Day Commemorations were not a cause 

for celebration for many people as they found 

themselves being ordered to bankroll the 

festivities against their will. The commemorations 

which are supposed to be national events have 

been usurped by ruling party activists who take 

the opportunity to mobilise for their party and in 

the process intimidated and harassed unwilling 

citizens. Government through the Ministry of 

Home Affairs said they do not have a policy of 

fundraising for national events from citizens. 

However, there were reports that in schools and 

other government departments civil servants were 
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ordered to contribute as memos went round asking 

civil servants to contribute for the celebrations. 

Factional ruptures also manifested themselves at 

the National Heroes Acre when Vice President 

Phelekezela Mphoko was heckled by alleged 

Lacoste faction supporters who did not want the 

Vice President to officiate at Shuvai Mahofa’s 

funeral. Tempers flared after Mahofa was said to 

have been poisoned at the party national 

conference in Victoria Falls in 2015. Accusations 

and counter accusations disrupted the funeral 

wake of the late Mahofa believed to be an ally of 

Vice President Mnangagwa. The ZPP is 

apprehensive this state of affairs does not bode 

well for the 2018 in the horizon unless resolved.  

There was conflict between police and soldiers in 

Harare on 1 August. Police released a press 

statement saying the security forces enjoy good 

relations and the matter would be investigated. 

President Mugabe also expressed regret over the 

issue on Heroes Day. A number of reasons have 

been put forward for the clash. Some believe 

traffic police had put a spike on a vehicle 

belonging to a soldier. Police and soldiers have 

been known to run transport businesses in the 

CBD, which the police commissioner has 

admitted to in the past. Sometimes they fight for 

lucrative pick up points and touts told ZPP that 

they pay protection fees to some members of the 

security forces and this might have been the 

reason for the violence that ensued. 

On August 30 the world commemorated the UN 

International Day of the victims of enforced 

disappearances. In Zimbabwe Paul Chizuze and 

Itai Dzamara since February 2012 and March 

2015 are still unaccounted for and it seems the 

government is not moved by this state of affairs. 

The Zimbabwean government has still not ratified 

the International Convention of all Persons against 

Enforced Disappearances and with the 2018 

elections on the horizon and the many conflicts 

within and across political parties there is a risk 

more citizens could meet this fate. 

 

 

Information contained herein is based on reports 

from ZPP long-term community based human 

rights monitors, who observe and record cases of 

human rights violations in the constituencies they 

reside. ZPP deploys a total of 420 community-

based primary peace monitors (two per each of the 

210 electoral constituencies of Zimbabwe). The 

monitors compile reports that are handed over to 

ZPP Coordinators who man the different ZPP 

regional offices in the ten administrative 

provinces of Zimbabwe. Upon receipt and 

verification of the reports from the monitors, the 

Coordinators compile provincial monthly 

monitoring reports, which are then consolidated at 

the national office into the ZPP Monthly 

Monitoring Report. This report contains some of 

the violations recorded by ZPP, the organisation 

has a data base with the rest of the injustices and 

gladly shares it with interested stakeholders. 
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ZRP 1.9%, War Vet 1.1%, NPP 0.6% and ZimPF 0.1% 

ZRP,War Vet,NPP,ZimPF 

MDC-T 12% 

Unknown 75.5% 

ZanuPF 8.6% 

The Dashboard: Incident Statistics at a Glance 
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ZNA 3.9%,CIO 0.2%,War 

Vet 1.3%, Unknown 0.6% 

ZRP 7.3% 

Zanu PF 81.2% 

MDC-T 5.6% 
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Analysis of Violence Victims by Gender 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis of Violence Perpetrators by Gender 
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Recorded Intra-Party Violations 

Province MDC-

T 

ZANU 

PF 

MDC-

N 

ZimP

F 

PD

P 

Tota

l 

Bulawayo 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Harare 0 4 0 0 0 4 

Manicaland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mash Central 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Mash East 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mash West 0 2 0 0 0 2 

Masvingo 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mat North 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Mat South 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Midlands 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Overall Total 1 7 0 0 0 8 

8 intra party violations were recorded for August, with Zanu PF recording 7 and MDC-T recording 1 

Distribution of violence by type across provinces  

 

Harassment and intimidation cases decreased in August to 80 recorded violations, followed by Theft/looting 

which recorded 22, and Assault with 15. Mashonaland Central had the highest recorded violations in 

August with 41, followed by Harare with 36, and Mashonaland East with 24 

 

 

 

ACTS Midlands Byo Mat. South Mat. North Masvingo Manicaland Harare Mash. East Mash. West Mash. Central TOTAL

Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Rape/Sexual Harassment 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Kidnapping/abduction 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Assault 2 1 0 0 0 0 9 2 1 2 17

Theft/looting 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 7 1 10 22

Discrimination 1 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 2 2 9

MDP 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 1 1 3 11

Torture 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unlawful Detention 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3

Intimidation /harassment 9 1 1 2 2 3 15 14 12 21 80

Displacement 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 2 5

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Attempted Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Banned Political Party Mtg 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Disrupted Political Mtg 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2

Total 12 3 2 6 2 5 36 24 18 41 149
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Provincial Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 6th of August, it was reported that there was 

intra-party violence that occurred at the MDC-T 

offices in Bulawayo. Eight youths stormed a 

meeting that was convened by Thokozani Khupe, 

Lovemore Moyo and Abednico Bhebhe. It is said 

that the major cause of violence, was the fact that 

Khupe and others had boycotted the signing of the 

Coalition Agreement of opposition political parties 

which had been signed the previous day in Harare.. 

While at the offices, it is alleged that the 

unidentified youths began throwing stones and 

ended up assaulting a number of individuals. 

Property was while blood was splattered on the 

floor. 

Malicious damage of property and traces of blood at MDC-T offices 

during the intra-party violence (Photo by ZPP)  

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  1 0 

Discrimination  0 0 

MDP  0 1 

Intimidation/harassme

nt 

 1 1 

Disrupted Pol Mtg.  1 0 

 

 
 

There was a violent clash between traffic police and 

members of the Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) 

in Harare Central Business District on 1 August. It 

is alleged that a traffic police officer threw spikes at 

a vehicle carrying soldiers. Members of the army 

are alleged to have retaliated by physically 

assaulting police officers. During the attacks 

Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) officers fled and 

sought refuge in nearby shops while the military 

pursued others on foot until they reached Harare 

Central police station. The violence was reported to 

have affected street vendors as some had their carts 

overturned during the clashes. It is alleged that a 

police officer sustained serious injuries. While this 

is the reason at the surface there are other 

undertones like the issue of protection fees in some 

designated areas in Harare. 

It is alleged that Zanu PF intra-party conflicts 

resulted in violent skirmishes at the National Heroes 

Acre during the burial of the late Masvingo 

Provincial Affairs Minister, Shuvai Mahofa on 20 

August. A suspected Vice President Mnangagwa 

Threat level: Low 

 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Medium 
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aligned faction Lacoste is alleged to have heckled 

Vice President Phelekezela Mphoko’s 12 minute 

address resulting in a security agent assaulting one 

of the mourners. 

On 16 August Zimbabwe National Liberation War 

Veterans Association (ZNLWVA) secretary general 

Victor Matemadanda was forced to hand himself 

over to Harare police following allegations against 

him including, undermining the authority of the 

President and causing disaffection within the army 

and police force. Matemadanda had convened a 

press conference in response to statements made by 

the First Lady that President Mugabe had powers to 

appoint a successor. In rebuttal Matemadanda 

expressed himself saying Zimbabwe does not 

belong to a family or clan hence succession issues 

should be debated using the right channels as 

enshrined in the ruling party constitution. 

Matemadanda was released on $200 bail and 

advised to appear again in court on September 1.  

On 24 August, it was reported that freelance 

journalist Andrison Manyere was assaulted by a 

suspected state agent Ephraim Chizola at Harare 

Show grounds, during the Zimbabwe Agricultural 

show. According to reports Manyere took a picture 

of Chizola’s car, which had no registration plates 

but emblazoned with a picture of President  

Mugabe. Chizola assaulted Manyere for his actions 

and made efforts to drag him into his car but the 

victim resisted. Chizola then reported the case to 

showground police claiming Manyere assaulted him 

and damaged his phone. Manyere was detained for 

two days and was released on free bail as the court 

postponed his trial to 8 September.  

It is alleged that on 24 August Zanu PF youths 

assaulted a Highfield resident when he resisted 

eviction in Geneva at block 19 ward 26. A ruling 

party activist Shamiso Ndoro reported her landlord 

Steven Kizomba*to Zanu PF on allegations of 

abusive behavior towards her family. Ndoro also 

made several allegations against Kizomba. She 

claimed he insults her, everyone and those in 

authority including the President. She also said he 

was among those who did not vote for Zanu PF 

during elections. Eight Zanu PF youths led by 

Dominic Nyanga arrived Kizomba’s premises to 

evict him. They threw Kizomba’s possessions 

outside the house resulting in damage to property. 

Violence ensued when Bwanali resisted eviction 

resulting in him sustaining a swollen eye. 

Kizomba’s household property including a 

refridgerator, wardrobe and speakers were 

damaged. A male resident who spoke of condition 

of anonymity reported that Highfield MP 

Psychology Maziwisa was involved in the dispute 

because he told many ruling party supporters that 

most structures in the ward belonged to Zanu PF. 

Several attempts to get a comment from Maziwisa 

were unsuccessful.,  

It is alleged that on 25 August Zanu PF activist 

Energy Mutodi was assaulted at a city hotel by 

Munyaradzi Shoko, Jeppy Jaboon and Charles 

Mungoshi Jnr who are members of a group called 

CoZWA (Children of Zimbabwe War Veterans 

Association). Reports claim that the assailants saw 

Mutodi drinking at the hotel and tried to entice him 

to respond to a conversation about the First Lady. 

When Mutodi ignored the assailants he was 

assaulted. He left the hotel in a torn black suit 

following the assault. In a telephone interview 

ZLWVA secretary general Victor Matemadanda 

said that their children do not participate in violent 

activities and speculated that those involved in 

Mutodi’s assault were maybe G40 rivals linked to 

Local Government Minister Saviour Kasukuwere. 
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The case was reported to Borrowdale police 

(RRB3210042) 

On 25 August, Zanu PF youths allegedly convened 

a meeting in Mbare ward 4 where they planned to 

reinstate terror bases ahead of the 2018 elections. 

Joseph Changara who holds a prominent position in 

Mbare ruling party structures addressed 

approximately 20 youths at Koffman encouraging 

them to start establishing terror bases in the ward. 

He said the youths should identify suitable locations 

for the torture bases. He was quoted saying these 

bases will also serve as ruling party venues to 

conduct meetings and devise election campaign 

strategies.  

On 27 August Zanu PF activists were involved in a 

violent fist fight when they failed to reach 

consensus over who would control bus rank 

operations in Mbare ward 3. It is alleged that a 

group of rank marshals led by Oliver Ollembe was 

confronted by another group led by Leo Paradza 

resulting in violent skirmishes. Paradza’s group 

argued that Ollembe’s group was denying them an 

opportunity to control the rank according to an 

agreement made, that they will rotate control of the 

rank every two weeks. The conflict affected nearby 

vendors who were forced to halt their operations 

since stones were thrown all over the area. 

Commuter omnibus drivers drove off for fear of 

damage to their vehicles. A resident who asked to 

have her identity protected reported that all ranks in 

Mbare are controlled by ruling party youths who 

collect money for party activities and for personal 

use. 

In Mbare ward 3 and 4, proprietors were forced to 

close down their businesses and attend the Zanu PF 

solidarity rally on 30 August. About 40 Zanu PF 

youths led by Changara were patrolling Mbare 

assaulting street vendors forcing them to attend the 

rally. Many shops were closed from Mbare Msika, 

Mupedzanhamo flea market and Matapi areas. The 

rally was organized to demonstrate solidarity with 

First Lady Grace Mugabe after she had been 

condemned for violently assaulting a young women 

Gabriella Engels whom she found in the company 

of her sons at a hotel in South Africa. Among the 

many victims who were forced to attend the rally 

were Chipo Chikwengo*,Cathrine Muskwe * and 

Simon Chirombe*.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  9 8 

Discrimination  1 0 

Theft/looting  1 1 

MDP  6 5 

Intimidation/harassment  15 14 

Displacement  1 0 

Unlawful detention  3 2 
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On 12 August in Buhera West, Nhamoinesu village, 

Ward 6 it was reported that kraal head Thomas 

Paguva called a meeting at his homestead where he 

demanded that villagers pay 20 cents each so that 

they become beneficiaries of agricultural inputs for 

the next farming season. It is alleged that these 

funds were used to prepare for Heroes’ Day 

commemorations. Paguva further indicated that 

those who failed to contribute must not complain if 

they do not get anything that comes as aid from 

Zanu PF in future. 

In Nyanga South, Ward 19, Panongowawa village 

on 18 August, it was reported that village head John 

Magaso concvened what was supposed to be a 

developmental meeting but later turned out to be a 

Zanu PF meeting. It is alleged that the meeting was 

addressed by George Makoto’s chief election agent 

for the upcoming local authority by-election, Tendai 

Saruchera. The meeting was said to have been 

attended by around 40 people. The meeting was at 

Sedze Business Centre in Panongowana village. It 

is alleged that Saruchera, in his address threatened 

the gathering that if they do not vote for the Zanu 

PF candidate they will be dealt with accordingly. 

The other candidate contesting this by-election is 

Getrude Chigwanda.  

On 22 August 2017, in Ward 18, Mapako area, 

Nyanga South headman Fungai Mushonga allegedly 

ordered all villagers to contribute towards the 

building of a clinic. It is alleged that Mushonga said 

villagers were supposed to contribute 2kgs of 

maize, any form of relish and $2 for paying soldiers 

who would work on the clinic. Those who failed to 

comply had their names noted and were threatened 

with unspecified action. Mushonga is alleged to 

have said all villagers must also work and help by 

any means possible in the building of the clinic after 

making contributions. It was said that ward 18 

councilor, Paul Matendawafa was not supposed to 

participate as he is of the MDC-T.  

In Chikanga/Dangamvura, areas of Sakubva high 

density suburb, Devonshire ward 16 on 29 August, 

informal settlers were allegedly forced to join Zanu 

PF cell structures. On the day 

Chikanga/Dangamvura constituency legislator Esau 

Mupfumi told all informal settlers to join a Zanu PF 

cell in preparation for the 2018 elections. One 

victim who was forced to join Zanu PF, Godfrey 

Mukungatu said that they were going to comply 

with Mupfumi’s orders since they were in desperate 

need of stands and Zanu PF is the only party, which 

can protect them if they comply with its demands. It 

is alleged that these informal settlements have 

residents living in appalling conditions and almost 

1500 people stay in these informal settlements. It 

was also alleged that Mupfumi further stated that 

these families were a no go area for anyone else 

beside Zanu PF. The families were asked to report 

anyone seeking to address or mobilise them. 

Threat level: Low 
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A suspected member of the Central Intelligence 

Organisation (CIO), Robson Mkundu, allegedly 

assaulted two municipal police officers accusing 

them of delaying his journey to Mount Darwin after 

they clamped a commuter omnibus that he had 

boarded. The vehicle was clamped after dropping a 

passenger at a prohibited area on 1 August. Mkundu 

and the driver made efforts to negotiate but the 

conflict turned violent. The municipal police 

officers sustained injuries. The matter was reported 

to Bindura police; Mkundu was arrested and 

released after paying a fine . 

It is alleged that a National Peoples’ Party (NPP) 

member, *Lucky Chinyama, was intimidated by 

Zanu PF youths at Nzvimbo growth point ward 8, in 

Mazowe Central on 1 August. Chinyama was 

stopped on his way to the growth point by a group 

of about ten ruling party youths who hurled insults 

at him. Chinyama was told to ‘repent’ and rejoin 

Zanu PF otherwise he was heading for the worst 

ahead of the 2018 elections. They also threatened to 

assault him if he continued with activism on behalf 

of NPP. 

It is alleged that a political meeting held at MDC-T 

offices in Bindura North at Cactus Shashi View was 

disrupted by anti riot police on 3 August. The 

gathering of about 50 MDC-T supporters was 

forced to abandon their meeting when armed anti-

riot police officers arrived with dogs. The officers 

claimed that the meeting had not been cleared by 

the police. MDC-T national spokesperson Obert 

Gutu confirmed to ZPP that the developments were 

a true record. He asserted that the party was 

concerned about the disruption seeing as the 

meeting was internal and convened at their party 

offices. 

Zanu PF youths allegedly forced teachers at 

Somerset primary school to contribute money 

towards the Heroes’ Day Commemorations. On 4 

August Patuma Bhobho, Georgina Kapare and 

seven other ruling party youths ordered teachers to 

each contribute a dollar. The Zanu PF supporters 

also threatened to facilitate the transfer of teachers 

to remote areas if they defied orders. The incident 

was recorded in Mazowe West in ward 31. 

Zanu PF chairperson Abraham Mhembere allegedly 

forced Bindura South ward 12 villagers to make 

financial contributions towards the Heroes’ Day 

commemorations. On 6 August, Mhembere 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Theft/looting   1 0 

Discrimination  1 0 

MDP  0 1 

Intimidation/harassment  3 2 

Displacement  0 0 

Forced to attend meetings  0 0 

Murder  0 10 

Threat level: Medium 
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instructed village heads to move around Nekati and 

Masembura villages collecting $1 contributions 

from each family. During the process, villagers 

without money were told to contribute food or risk 

not benefiting from government agricultural inputs 

or food aid programmes. 

In Mazowe South ward 16, an MDC-T activist 

Langton Magaso was evicted from his residence at 

Adura farm by a group of Zanu PF youths led by 

Love Kamwiyo. It is alleged that on 4 August, after 

laying to rest an old man identified as Vasoko at 

Adura cemetery, about 20 ruling party youths 

arrived at Magaso‘s premises in the company of 

traditional dancers who sang revolutionary songs 

accusing him of witchcraft. They named Magaso a 

wizard ordering him to pack all his belongings and 

leave the farm. When Magaso defied their orders, 

the youths forcefully entered his home and removed 

all household goods. The possessions were loaded 

in a vehicle which transported Magaso 

approximately 8km away where he was dumped. In 

a telephone interview Magaso’s son Stephen 

confirmed the incident. He reported that on 14 

August his father was forced to relocate to his rural 

home at Madzviva village in Mount Darwin. 

 

Langton Magaso evicted in Mazowe South 

 

Community witnessing the eviction 

In Mazowe Central, a National People’s Party 

(NPP) activist Lucia Vheremu was left naked when 

Zanu PF youths forced her to remove opposition 

party regalia at Daisy farm ward 8. It is alleged that 

on 5 August Zanu PF youths Luke Tomu, Musa 

Sande and Lameck Tirigu identified Vheremu 

wearing an NPP T/shirt and forced her to remove it 
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before assaulting her. The youths confiscated the 

T/shirt and burnt it. Vheremu’s  friends came to her 

rescue and clothed her.  

In an incident recorded in Shamva North ward 8, 

Zanu PF activists and village heads had a 

procession to Mupfurudzi primary school 

petitioning the ouster of a teacher Ayami Maphepha 

for refusing to pay contributions towards Heroes’ 

Day commemorations. On 5 August Zanu PF 

chairperson Dennis Marara instructed the school 

head, Amos Tsuro, to remove Maphepha. Shamva 

education inspectors attended the gathering in 

solidarity with villagers who called for Maphepha’s 

dismissal from work and eviction from the 

community. The Zanu PF chairperson threatened to 

assault Maphepha if he did not leave. An official at 

the ministry of Home Affairs said he was unaware 

of a directive to fund raise for Heroes Day 

celebrations. Progressive Teachers Union of 

Zimbabwe (PTUZ) condemned the initiative as 

unconstitutional. Raymond Majongwe, PTUZ 

secretary general, said their union was making 

attempts to take legal action against government 

officials that circulate letters ordering teachers to 

make financial contributions towards national 

events. 

On 5 August Zanu PF activist *Maureen Gumbo 

was allegedly intimidated at a ruling party meeting 

held at Rosa township ward 10 in Mazowe South. 

Zanu PF ward coordinator Innocent Chayamiti 

accused Gumbo of being aligned to Lacoste, a 

faction suspected of links with Vice President 

Mnangagwa. Gumbo was ordered to stand up and 

she was ridiculed in front of her family and 

villagers. She was told to repent or face the wrath of 

ruling party supporters. 

Zanu PF district chairperson Stanford Garahwe 

allegedly forced Zimbabwe People First (ZimPF)  

branch secretary Mackwen Marimo to contribute a 

5kg bag of maize towards the Heroes’ Day 

commemorations. Marimo was forced to confirm 

that he will make the contribution in full view of 

villagers from ward 8 in Shayambudzi village, 

Guruve North on 5 August 2017. 

In Mt Darwin South ward 24, Zanu PF youth 

Samson Banda allegedly forced an MDC-T activist 

to pay double towards the Heroes’ Day 

commemorations.  On 8 August Banda was 

collecting $1 contributions in West View. When he 

arrived at *Petronella Dzikita’s home and forced 

her to pay $2. She believes she was unfairly 

targeted because she is a known MDC-T supporter 

Zanu PF ward 23 councillor, Godfrey Sosa 

allegedly forced villagers to make contributions 

towards the Heroes Day commemorations in 

Muzarabani North at Museredzi village. On 8 

August, Sosa instructed village head Marevesa 

Matemayi to collect $1 contributions per household 

without fail. Villagers were mobilized at Museredzi 

and forced to contribute a $1, 5kg bags of mealie 

meal or 750 ml of cooking oil. Matemayi told 

villagers that failure to comply with the directive 

would result in certain punishment hence people 

contributed against their will. 

Zanu PF Guruve district schools administrator 

Romeo Shangwa allegedly threatened secondary 

and primary school heads who did not contribute 

towards the Heroes’ Day commemorations. 

Shangwa said those who did not contribute would 

not benefit from government agricultural inputs 

schemes or take part in elections as election agents. 

He confirmed that a number of school heads did not 

contribute although he did not mention their names. 



 

15 
 

 

 

AUGUST 2017 

This incident was recorded on 9 August at St Joseph 

Roman Catholic School, ward 6. 

On 11 August in Guruve North ward 19, village 

heads collected monetary contributions towards 

Heroes’ Day commemorations claiming to be 

following an instruction from war veterans. 

Villagers were forced to contribute $5 per village. 

Bernard Mondo and Amon Mangena instructed 

village heads Collen Muzhona, Amon Gunyere, Big 

Chiwara, Zivai Kubvunya, Eniwel Muzava, Jacob 

Chengeta, Chiputura, Keddie Gondo, Givemore 

Hwata, Zvikumbo, Gody Bonga, Adam Chikwati, 

Mark Kanounama, Crybaine Muzhona Chagwiza 

Nyagomo, Robson Kwenda and Cosmas Kadimu to 

collect community contributions. 

It is alleged that an MDC-T activist Shame 

Musemwa was threatened with eviction by Zanu PF 

village head Simon Chogwiza when he made a 

negative comment about the first family. Musemwa 

said, “It didn't need a rocket scientist to tell that 

President Mugabe and his ‘talkative’ wife have 

failed the nation”. In rebuttal Chogwiza said as a 

beneficiary of Zanu PF allowances he would not 

tolerate anyone who opposed the President and his 

family. He also said Musemwa’s days were 

numbered ahead of the 2018 elections 

It is alleged that Zanu PF youth leader Naison 

Mupandeyama forced a vendor Tapiwa Chiduku* to 

attend a ward 9 ruling party meeting in Mazowe 

central. On 24 August Mupandeyama sent 6 ruling 

party youths who force marched Musarara to attend 

the engagement. The victim abandoned her business 

and when she returned some of her goods worth $35 

had been stolen. 

In Mazowe Central ward 8, Zanu PF women’s 

league chairperson Mercy Majange allegedly 

threatened Obert Bhiri with unspecified action 

when he expressed concern on Dr Grace Mugabe’s 

behavior in South Africa in relation to the assault of 

a young woman. On 24 August Bhiri said the First 

Lady’s actions were shameful to the nation. In 

response Majange issued threats saying he was 

going to face the wrath of Zanu PF in 2018. Bhiri is 

said to be living in fear after receiving the threats. 

It is alleged that Zanu PF village heads White 

Gangarahwe, Wisdom Motsi and Talkmore 

Katumba forced an NPP activist Constain Ngwena 

to surrender NPP regalia at Gangarahwe village 

ward 8 in Guruve South. On 25 August they 

ordered Ngwena to surrender all T/shirts, which 

belonged to NPP led by Joyce Mujuru. They also 

threatened to assault Ngwena if they ever saw him 

wearing opposition party regalia in the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  2 2 

Theft/looting  10 1 

Discrimination  2 8 

MDP  3 0 

Intimidation/harassment  21 19 
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ZanuPF ward 15 councillor Roy Danha forced a 

group of pastors from Wedza North to contribute 50 

cents each towards Heroes’ Day commemorations 

on 2 August. It is alleged that Danha had tasked 

pastors *Welcome Midzi and *Terrence Zarura to 

collect contributions and later the pastors were 

appointed to Zanu PF posts as chairperson and 

secretary. On 2 August Danha threatened the 

pastors “Guys kana mukasagadzirisa mari idzodzo 

muchaona moto, muchapinda mupfuvhu”. Loosley 

translated, he said the pastors would get themselves 

into trouble if they do not pay up.  Danha told the 

pastors that no one was exempted from the 

contributions, as Heroes Day commemorations 

were a national event. Meanwhile on the same day a 

group of American Christians donated books, 

pencils and boxes of vegetable seeds. District 

chairperson Peter Chigodora and Danha publicly 

claimed that the donations were meant for their 

campaign. 

Vendors were forced to attend a star rally at 

Rudhaka stadium in Marondera where Vice 

President Mnangagwa was guest of honour on 3 

August in Marondera Central. It is alleged that a 

team of municipal police led by Kenneth Hwenjera 

forced vendors to attend the meeting. Municipal 

police forcefully took and confiscated goods 

belonging to vendors that had failed to comply. 

Several vendors lost their wares and among them 

was *Lucky Zindoga a local cell phone vendor who 

lost a number of cell phones. 

A group of Zanu PF youths who reside in Barrow-

sheet suburb, Goromonzi South allegedly assaulted 

four MDC-T supporters for wearing MDC-T party 

regalia. It is alleged that a Zanu PF youth group led 

by Maphios Makahamadze approached the four 

who were coming from an MDC-T rally held at 

Spar shopping centre. The MDC-T supporters were 

ordered to remove their party regalia but they 

resisted.  The four were assaulted resulting in their 

clothes being torn. One of the victims identified as 

Cleopatra Makoni* ran away and called for backup 

and within minutes other MDC-T supporters 

intervened and rescued their colleagues. The 

incident was not reported to the police thus no 

arrests were made.  

Goromonzi West villagers were forced to contribute 

$1 towards the Heroes’ Day commemorations. It is 

alleged that Hatious Marange from ward 7 was 

selected to coordinate collection of the money on 8 

August. Households that could not contribute $1 

due to financial challenges were ordered to 

contribute 5kg bags of maize instead. The 

commemorations were to be held at Umritsur farm 

in ward 8. ZanuPF youth leader, Tapiwa popularly 

known as Dread Taps intimidated people during the 

collections saying he will locate all those that fail to 

contribute. 

Mafios Shekede an aide to Chief Samuriwo 

threatened headmen Thomas Chinyowa and Jason 

Nhumbe in Marondera West on 9 August. Shekede 

Threat level: Low 
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threatened to demolish newly built structures.  It is 

alleged that Shekede accused headmen Chinyowa 

and Nhumbe for not adhering to Zanu PF values. 

Shekede accused the local traditional leadership of 

not vetting land seekers before selling them land. 

Shekede argued that newly resettled households 

would corrupt the community with oppositional 

ideologies. 

Teachers from schools in Chikomba West were 

forced to contribute $1 towards the Heroes’ Day 

commemorations. The contributions were regarded 

as a sign of support for the ruling party. During a 

district meeting, district education inspectors 

Liberty Maweni, Benjamin Bhasera and Emmanuel 

Kwenda told school heads to come up with registers 

reflecting contributions made by teachers from 

Masarirambi, Munyati and Hilter Hunzvi primary 

schools. Two meetings were held on 9 August at 

Sadza secondary school and at Liebenberg high 

school to inform teachers of these contributions. 

A former Zanu PF ward Councillor John Karima 

stopped *Emanuel and *Clara Mwembe from 

getting married on Heroes Day in Kotwa, Mudzi 

North. It is alleged that Karima stopped the couple 

and ordered that the nuptials be postponed to 

another date. After the Mwembes defied the order, 

Karima threatened the family saying 2018 will be a 

dreadful year for them as they have failed to 

observe Heroes Day. Karima said that he regarded 

the family as opposition supporters for not 

complying with his request.  

Mission Schools in Mashonaland East were forced 

to ferry people to different venues for the Heroes’ 

Day commemorations. It is alleged that an 

instruction from the acting District Assistant Biliat 

Tasarira was dispatched to all schools with buses 

that they were to ferry people to the different 

Heroes Day commemoration points. A Zanu PF 

Heroes’ committee led by Tasarira and Zanu PF 

officials forced school headmasters to channel their 

school buses to assist in transporting people. 

Among the schools that were forced was Saint 

Francis of Assisi Mission School. Their bus was 

assigned to ferry people to Chinyamukaro district 

Heroes acre. It is alleged that the Heroes’ 

committee did not fuel these buses leaving that 

burden to school authorities. 

 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  2 1 

Theft/looting  7 6 

Discrimination  0 4 

MDP  1 0 

Intimidation/harassment  14 20 

 

 

A house formerly used as a terror base during 2013 

elections has caused controversy between two war 

veteran factions in Kadoma on 2 August. A Zanu 

PF supporter and member of the faction led by a 

war veteran popularly known as Comrade Lenny 

argued that the building reminded them of the 

atrocities committed during 2008 and 2013 

Threat level: Low 
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elections thus it should be closed. The other faction 

led by ZanuPF member, Tichaona Bvudzijena, 

argued that they still have use for the house in 

preparation for 2018 elections. The two groups are 

said to have exchanged insults on 2 August as they 

failed to agree on a way forward. A community 

member from Rimuka confirmed that initially the 

local women’s club used the house to discuss 

community initiatives and projects. 

 
The terror base that may be revived ahead of 2018 

elections (photo by ZPP) 

 

Headman Augustine Katsande addressed a meeting 

at Donzwe Secondary School in Mudzi South, 

which was attended by village heads and local 

residents. Katsande forced residents to pay $2 per 

household for the construction of teachers’ houses. 

It is alleged that residents who could not provide 

manual labor were ordered to pay $2, which would 

be used to fund construction activities. Manual 

labourers were ordered to provide building 

materials, which included pit sand, river sand, 

stones and water to the site. Katsande told residents 

that all households would contribute and no one 

would be exempted, pointing out that it was a ward 

development project thus everyone had to 

contribute. 

 

Zanu PF chairperson Fanuel Makamure intimidated 

and threatened people during Heroes’ Day 

commemorations on 14 August. It is alleged that 

Makamure ordered all Zanu PF supporters to be 

registered in a counter book providing their 

personal details. Makamure told the gathering that 

he had been authorised by President Robert Mugabe 

to carry out the exercise. He told the gathered 

people that the counter book would be used in the 

elections next year. He went on to intimidate people 

that if their names did not appear in the Zanu PF 

register they would be at risk.  He forced people to 

register and to promise to vote for Zanu PF in the 

2018 elections.        

Ball games were held on Heroes Day under the 

theme, Ziyambi Ziyambi Heroes soccer and netball 

finals. The ball games were sponsored by aspiring 

Zvimba West Zanu PF Member of Parliament 

Ziyambi Ziyambi. A crowd of about 600 people 

attended the event and this included villagers, 

school children and Zanu PF youths. T-shirts with 

Ziyambi Ziyambi and President Robert Mugabe 

images were given to the spectators. Patrick 

Kamba* and Levi Bwanya* were not given T-shirts 

on allegations that they support Dinha who is vying 

for the same post in the 2018 elections. The group 

that was denied T-shirts is alleged to have 

demanded to know why they had not been given t-

shirts and they accused the sponsors of dividing 

Zanu PF youths. 
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ZanuPF youth who are alleged to have fought over 

T-shirts (photo by ZPP) 

 

A Chegutu family is being threatened by Zanu PF 

supporters for not attending meetings. It is alleged 

that a team of Zanu PF supporters led by war 

veteran Simbarashe Phiri is continuously 

threatening Patricia Museve* for not attending 

political gatherings. It is alleged that Phiri went to 

Museve’s homestead and verbally harassed her, 

threatening to evict her from her plot if she fails to 

attend Zanu PF gatherings. Museve was also 

accused of boycotting and failing to attend a Zanu 

PF Presidential Interface rally, which was held in 

Chinhoyi on 29 July 2017. Museve was told that 

she was in the Zanu PF ‘black book’ and was at risk 

of losing her property. 

During a Zanu PF door to door campaign, several 

households were harassed and intimidated by Zanu 

PF youths led by Trust Kadzombe. Residents were 

forced to provide their identification details, which 

were recorded in a book on 16 August. It is alleged 

that some of the residents did not heed the call 

leading to them being harassed and intimidated. 

Among them was Peter Mwale who said that he was 

apolitical on religious grounds as his religion does 

not allow him to participate in political activities. 

During the door to door campaigns, Kadzombe 

warned residents not to associate with opposition 

supporters. He further told people that only those 

who had provided his team with their personal 

details would benefit from government programs. 

On 21 August an MDC-T member was fined for 

failing to control a fire that he had started which 

later on scorched his neighbor's property.  It is 

alleged that things went bad for John Sinokwanyana 

who was putting up a fireguard on his farm in 

Chegutu, Dombwe ward 17 using a fire. During the 

process he failed to control the fire and it burnt 

Gumede's farmland and damaged the farm house. 

Sinokwanyana and Gumede agreed on an out of 

court settlement. However, this settlement did not 

go down well with Zanu PF Ward Councilor Gladys 

Kanhema who reported the matter to Chief Chivero. 

Sinokwanyana was fined two cows by Chief 

Chivero for property destruction and for unlawful 

damage of the environment. It is alleged that the 

issue was politicised hence the judgment was 

biased. 

John Chidzonga* an MDC-T supporter and retired 

schoolhead; staying in Rimuka Kadoma was 

threatened and harassed by Zanu PF youth on 25 

August. It is alleged that Chidzonga was harassed 

and threatened in front of people by Timothy 

Chidemo and Paul Mapamure. Chidzonga was 

accused of organising an MDC-T meeting at his 

house. He was threatened that if the meeting was 

fruitful he would be evicted since Monomutapa 

Rimuka is a Zanu PF stronghold. 
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Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  1 3 

Theft/looting  1 2 

Discrimination  2 1 

Displacement  1 0 

Intimidation/harassment  12 14 

 

 

It was reported that in Gutu Central at Gutu 

Business Centre a group of Zanu PF supporters 

comprising Josphat Sarukore, Brian Munyoro and 

Patrick Chakabuda allegedly forced business people 

to close their shops. It is alleged that on 18 August 

the Zanu PF youths ordered all shops at Gutu 

Business Centre to close their businesses so that 

they could go to Makombo grounds to receive the 

late Masvingo Provincial Affairs Minister Shuvai 

Mahofa's body. It was also said that these Zanu PF 

supporters wanted everyone to attend the late 

minister’s funeral as well. All residents were 

allegedly asked to abandon their daily businesses on 

the days of receiving the body and funeral. One 

identified victim of this violation was Crispa 

Musoni who is said to be a MDC-T supporter. 

 

 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 2017 

Theft/looting  0 1 

Discrimination  0 0 

Intimidation/harassm

ent 

 2 3 

 

 

In Binga South constituency on the 12th of August 

in Pashu area, it was reported that a local official 

from the MDC-T, Mr. Cumanzala organized a 

sports tournament at Pashu High school, which was 

attended by many people from the four surrounding 

villages.  Later Chief Pashu appeared at the scene 

and disrupted the occasion pointing out that he was 

not in any way tolerant of any opposition activities 

in his area except those for Zanu PF.    

On the 28th of August, in Nkayi South constituency 

at ward 29, it is alleged that villagers who had been 

working under the food for work program had not 

received their allocation for 3 months March- May 

period. It is said that when they enquired about their 

dues from the Social Welfare Officer, Ishmael 

Makamba and Thabani Tshabalala (village head), 

they were only advised that they would be given in 

the next program since the remaining maize stocks 

were left for ‘campaigns’. Makamba and Tshabalala 

are on record of giving out maize to individuals that 

were not part of the food for work program. 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Low 
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On the 28th of August, in Nkayi South constituency 

ward 29, it is alleged that the Rural District Council 

led by Mr. Z Ndlovu evicted seven villagers from 

their homes at Sinyombo village. It is said that these 

villagers had been given permission to settle by the 

village head Mr. Mkhize. However, after a couple 

of years on the land, the council evicted the 

villagers arguing that they had been unlawfully 

given the land that belonged to the council.      

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  0 1 

Theft/looting  1 0 

Discrimination  2 2 

Displacement  1 0 

Intimidation/harassment  2 16 

 

 

In Umzingwane constituency at Msizini ward 3, it 

was reported that during the preparatory meetings 

for the Zanu PF’s Presidential Youth Interface rally, 

villagers of Msizini area were instructed to 

contribute a minimum of 50 cents per head as 

means of transportation to the venue. It is said that 

during the meeting the area chairperson of Zanu PF, 

Dumisani Luphahla announced that all villagers 

were mandated to contribute a minimum of 50 cents 

for ferrying individuals to the venue. Luphahla 

made it clear that those who failed to comply with 

the directive were to be left out in any government 

aid that included farming inputs and food schemes. 

As tasked by the ruling party, it is said that Velaphi 

Ndlovu and Nothando Tshabalala went door to door 

demanding individual contributions. It is alleged 

that those that refused or failed to comply, had their 

names noted for purposes of keeping a record for 

future reference. 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  0 0 

Theft/looting  1 0 

Discrimination  0 2 

Intimidation/harassment  1 2 

 

 

In Chiwundura, at Senga Business Centre on 4 

August, it was reported that three unidentified Zanu 

PF youths assaulted Trish Muusha* a known MDC-

T member. It is alleged that the three confronted 

Muusha and demanded an MDC-T campaign 

programme from her. It was then reported that 

Muusha refused to comply with the orders, which 

led to the three assaulting her. It is alleged that the 

matter was reported at Senga Police but the police 

are alleged to have ignored the victim. 

On 12 August, in Silobela ward 25, Langton farm 

which is an informal settlement, the Zanu PF 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Low 
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Silobela leadership called for a “must” attend 

meeting. Some of the identified Zanu PF leaders 

who called for this meeting are Mzacana Sibanda 

and Bekezela Sibanda. At the meeting which many 

villagers around Langton farm attended due to fear 

had a section where these attendees were forced to 

sign forms, which confirmed assurance they were 

going to vote for Zanu PF in the 2018 elections. It is 

alleged that on the form one would promise that 

they would vote for Zanu PF in the 2018 elections. 

It was also alleged that since Langton Farm is an 

informal settlement if one refused to sign the form 

they were threatened with eviction from the 

settlement. Some of the victims who were made to 

sign these forms against their will were Peter 

Sithole*, Patience Chingwe* and Fanuel Ncube* 

On 14 August, in Gokwe Sesame ward 12 

Nemangwe a case of unfair discrimination on 

political grounds at a Heroes’ day commemorations 

football tournament was reported. On the day, all 

local and interested football teams were invited to 

participate in the tournament. It is alleged that Zanu 

PF ward chairperson Clear Ncube prevented one 

team from participating as they were said to be 

MDC-T supporters. It is alleged that this was done 

as its team members namely Polite Sibanda and 

Lucky Mpini were suspected to be from the MDC-

T. This led to the dissolving of the team and  

players who were not affected joined other teams 

that had been allowed to participate in the 

tournament. 

In Chiwundura on 17 August at Senga Business 

Centre it was reported that three Zanu PF youths 

confronted Edwin Chivasa and allegedly accused 

him of telling some residents not to attend both the 

Heroes and Defence Forces days’ commemorations. 

Among the three youths only one Martin 

Chapwanya was identified by the victim. It was 

reported that the three Zanu PF youth including 

Chapwanya allegedly further told Chivasa that they 

had convincing evidence from reliable sources of 

him telling people in Senga not to attend the two 

functions. It was said Chivasa denied these 

allegations and demanded to know the sources of 

those allegations but the three Zanu PF youths 

refused to reveal the names. It is alleged that the 

three then went on to warn Chivasa that if he 

remained an active member of the MDC-T they 

(Zanu PF youth) will consider him an enemy 

especially in this period building up towards the 

2018 elections. 

 

Category of incident  August 

2017 

July 

2017 

Assault  2 0 

Theft/looting  0 2 

Discrimination  1 2 

MDP  0 0 

Intimidation/harassment  9 19 

Disrupted Political Mtg  0 0 

 

*Names of victims have been changed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

23 
 

 

 

AUGUST 2017 

Food and Other Aid Violations  

 

 

 

 

 

It is alleged that there is a grade three pupil who has 

been denied her right to education at Forester J 

primary school, ward 27 in Mazowe North. When 

schools opened in May, school head, Takwana 

Ngoche, expelled *Melrose Mwembe accusing her 

of poor academic performance. Ngoche told 

Melrose’s father *Boyd Mwembe to find another 

school because his daughter was not performing 

well in her studies. He also said Melrose has a 

problem with her eyesight. The parents of the young 

girl were exempted from paying their debt to the 

school but encouraged to find another school. An 

administrator from the school confirmed to ZPP that 

Melrose has never reported to school since the 

expulsion 

 

 

Shepherd Mujuru of Hunyani Section, Ward 4 was 

denied social welfare food aid on 19 August. 

Mujuru had been sent by his elderly mother to 

collect her social welfare food allocation. The social 

welfare food distributions targeted the elderly and 

food for work beneficiaries. It is alleged that 

Tawanda Chitate, a Zanu PF Ward 4 Chairperson 

denied Mujuru social welfare food aid meant for 

Mujuru’s elderly mother. Mujuru was denied food 

because of his surname that is similar to that of NPP 

leader; he was told that he would get his food aid 

from National People’s Party president Joyce 

Mujuru. Mujuru who had been standing on behalf 

of his elderly mother was told that in future they 

will not benefit from social welfare and the 

beneficiary name was removed from the list.  

0/Zero 0/Zero 0/Zero 1/One 0/Zero 2/Two 0/Zero 0/Zero 0/Zero 0/Zero 

Threat level: Low 

Threat level: Low 



 

24 
 

 

 

AUGUST 2017 

 

Some of the social welfare beneficiaries at 

Chengetai Centre and on the right is Shepherd 

Mujuru who was denied food aid.  

National People Party (NPP) supporters were 

denied social welfare food aid on political grounds 

at Katanga ward 3 in Chinhoyi on 4 August. It is 

alleged that Loveness Kambiro and Anima 

Mugadza were denied social welfare food aid. Their 

names were removed from the distribution register 

on the day of distribution. The social welfare food 

aid was targeting food insecure households however 

a number of food insecure households were denied 

food assistance on political grounds. It is alleged 

that Zanu PF ward chairperson John Muzavazi 

denied opposition supporters social welfare food 

aid. Muzavazi is also alleged to have been denying 

opposition supporters the chance to be enrolled for 

food for food for work projects.        

 

 

 

 

*Names of victims have been changed. 
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ANNEXURE 3.   DEFINITIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. 

TERM DEFINITION 

MURDER Unlawful and intentional killing of another person 

SEXUAL ASSAULT: 

a) RAPE 

b) AGGRAVATED 

INDECENT SEXUAL 

ASSAULT 

It is knowingly causing another person to engage in an 

unwanted sexual act by force or threat. 

Is whereby a male person has sexual intercourse or anal 

intercourse with female  person without the consent of the 

latter 

Is whereby a person including a female commits a sexual act 

involving the penetration of any part of the victim’s body, 

other than a male person having sexual intercourse or anal 

intercourse with a female person, without the consent of the 

victim, including active and passive oral sex and anal sex 

between two individuals of any gender. 

ASSAULT 

 

a) FALANGA (FOOT 

WHIPPING) 

 

 

b) SUBMERSION/SUFFOC

ATION (WATER 

BOARDING) 

c) BEATING 

 

d) OTHER ASSAULT 

 

Is whereby a person commits an assault upon another person 

intending to cause that other person bodily harm. 

Is a form of corporal punishment whereby the soles of the 

feet are beaten with an object such as a cane, or rod, a piece 

of wood, or a whip.  The victim may be immobilized before 

the application of the beating by tying, securing the feet in 

leg irons, locking the legs into an elevated position or 

hanging upside down. 

A form of assault whereby water is forced into the victim’s 

breathing passages so as to simulate drowning. 

Is any form of physical assault including hitting of a person 

with or without an object such as a stick, belt, whip, barbed 

wire, log or any other object including bare hands.  It also 

includes the kicking or head-butting of a person; and 

includes stabbing, shooting and forced consumption (forcing 

a person or overeat or eat something poisonous or their own 

excreta.) 
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TORTURE Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical 

or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person by or 

instigation of public official or other person acting in an 

official capacity for purposes of obtaining from the victim  

or a third person information  or a confession , punishing 

him/her for an act s/he or a third person has committed or is 

suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing 

him/her or a third person, or for any reason based on 

discrimination of any kind 

THREAT It is whereby  a person threaten to commit a crime, including 

but not limited to murder, rape, aggravated indecent assault, 

unlawful detention , theft, malicious damage to property 

thereby inspiring  in the person on whom she/he 

communicates the threat of a reasonable fear or belief that he 

or she will commit the crime. 

HARASSMENT/INTIMIDATIO

N 

Unlawfully subjecting one to pressure, insult of threat with 

intent to cause him/her to suffer anxiety discomfort and/or 

the feeling of insecurity. 

MOVEMENT VIOLATIONS  

KIDNAPPING/UNLAWFUL 

DETENTION 

 

a) ABDUCTION 

b) UNLAWFUL ARREST 

 

 

c) UNLAWFUL 

DETENTION 

 

d) FORCED 

DISPLACEMENT 

Is whereby a person deprives  another person of his freedom 

of bodily movement without lawful justification and/or 

authority  (based on section 93 of the Criminal code Act) 

The taking  away of a person using intimidation , open force 

of violence 

Is the arrest of a person by another person (usually a police 

officer), whereby the latter’s position generally authorizes 

him/her to arrest the other person, but not in this particular 

case.  Essentially, it  is a form of abuse of power on the part 

of the police officer 

Depriving a person of his or her freedom of bodily 

movement without lawful justification and/or authority. 

Internal displacement of persons or groups of persons 

“…who have been  forced  or obliged to flee or leave their 
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homes or places or habitual residence, in particular as a 

result of or in order to avoid the effects or armed conflict, 

situations of generalized violence, violations of human rights 

or natural or human made disasters, and who have not 

crossed an internally  recognized border” 

PROPERTY RIGHTS  

THEFT Is whereby a person takes property from another person 

“knowing” that the other person is entitled to own, possess 

or control this very property. 

ROBBERY  Is whereby a person steals, borrows or uses the property of 

another person without authority, thereby intentionally using 

violence or the threat of immediate violence to induce the 

person who has lawful control over the property to 

relinquish his/her control over it. 

STOCK THEFT Is whereby a person takes livestock from another person 

knowing that the other person is entitled to own, and possess 

or control this very property. 
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