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The year started with an increase in human rights violations across the country. ZPP
recorded 231 human rights violations, up from 209 in December 2022. 58% of the
violations were of threats, harassment, and intimation, 15% of assaults and 13% of
discrimination. ZPP identified 1 621 victims of human rights violations (79% male, 20%
female, 0.2% male persons with disability and 0.4% female PWDs). The general citizens
populated the highest percentage of victims, 90%, and Citizens Coalition for Change
(CCC) supporters followed with 7%. Zanu PF party perpetrated the most violations
(47.7%), followed by the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) at 17%. Harare (36) and
Mashonaland East (34) provinces recorded the highest violations, whilst Matabeleland
North (8) and South (10) had the lowest.

Law enforcement agents and the ruling party continue to subject Zimbabwe's citizens to
gross human rights violations. Zanu PF activists are systematically closing space for
political pluralism, making it difficult for opposition supporters to attend and conduct
their meetings. Citizens, mostly from rural communities, are being barred and banned
from attending opposition meetings and, in most cases, forced or coerced to attend
ruling party meetings. As the elections draw near, there is a rise of infringements on
citizens' rights. Among the reported issues is forcing citizens to submit their national
identity details at Zanu PF gatherings, a tactic used by the ruling party to intimidate
citizens. The report observed numerous cases of assaulted citizens who sustained severe
injuries in Nyanga, Murehwa, Kadoma, Goromonzi and Mbare, amongst others. Threats
and intimidation cases were prevalent in Chimanimani, Mberengwa, Murehwa, UMP,
Lupane, Bindura, Insiza and Mzilikazi, to name a few. Political intolerance has reached
high levels, and the tense environment has the potential to brew more violence and
electoral malpractices in the coming months.

The Monthly Monitoring Report is a compilation of human rights violations in Zimbabwe.
The report exposes perpetrators, informs citizens about social, political, economic, civil,
and cultural rights, and is used to develop advocacy initiatives with various stakeholders.
ZPP launched the #RRRV2023 campaign ahead of the 2023 elections to mobilise
Zimbabweans to Resist, Reject, and Report violence. The campaign seeks to ensure a
peaceful election process where voters can express their views and report violations
while enhancing their awareness and responsiveness to increase the pressure on duty
bearers to take responsibility for their actions.
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On 14 January, Kudzayi Kadzere, a human rights lawyer representing the arrested 25
Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC) supporters in Harare, was allegedly assaulted by about
40 riot police officers in Budiriro's high-density suburb. He was reportedly attacked with
truncheons and fists while attending to CCC officials detained at Budiriro 2 Police Station.
As a result of the assault, he sustained injuries, including a fractured hand. The 2013
Constitution and other international instruments, including the African Commission on
Human and Peoples' Rights, to which Zimbabwe is a signatory, provide rights to legal
representation and the right of lawyers to do their work freely without hindrance. The
assault of Kadzere thus violated the lawyer and his clients' constitutional rights, and all
police officers involved in the attack on Kadzere, should be brought to book. 

On 7 January, Zanu PF supporters accosted villagers and flogged them ruthlessly with
logs for convening a CCC gathering in Murehwa, a Zanu PF ‘stronghold’ in Mashonaland
East. The elderly men and women were viciously assaulted and interrogated for attending
the CCC gathering in Bhunu village. The attack in Murehwa was followed by the blockage
of a bus by suspected Zanu PF supporters, carrying 80 citizens from Caledonia to a voter
registration centre on 12 January. Two CCC activists, Thomas Mugwagwa and Tarisai Jeke
were abducted and beaten up.

On 6 January, the President Emmerson Mnangagwa summoned Parliament to review the
report after receiving the preliminary delimitation report from Zimbabwe Electoral
Commission (ZEC) Chairperson Justice Priscilla Chigumba. The report was laid before the
Senate, and the National Assembly and both Houses appointed an ad hoc parliamentary
committee to analyse it. The committee set out aspects of the report that were of
concern. These included ZEC not using census data correctly to delimit electoral areas, the
use of the adult population rather than the entire population and the lack of consultation
of stakeholders, including traditional leaders. Other concerns included how some electoral
areas had too many voters compared to others and how ZEC had misinterpreted section
161(6) of the Constitution, which states that no constituency may have 20% more or fewer
voters than other constituencies. This misinterpretation led to some constituencies and
wards varying up to 40%. Another concern was that ZEC needed to pay more attention to
physical features, means of communication, and community of interests; hence there was
no justification for altering some constituencies and wards. In Bulawayo Province, the
proposal is that Cowdry Park breaks away from Luveve constituency. According to ZESN,
in Matabeleland North’s Hwange RDC, ZEC used an incorrect average resulting in an
incorrect minimum and maximum threshold. With a registered population of 36 481 and a
total of 20 wards. 
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Civil society should compile reports on incidents in which the police displayed political
prejudice and submit them to the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission and
Parliamentary Portfolio Committee (PPC) on Defence, Home Affairs and Security
Services. The police must be educated on their constitutional roles through public
engagement training and workshops. This will help ensure the impartiality of the
police service in the execution of its mandate.

Increase constitutional awareness campaigns, especially on the constitutional
mandate of the security sector and the Maintenance of Peace and Order Act,
especially as we head towards the harmonised elections. 

Weaponisation of Criminal Procedures
The ZRP, in the name of law enforcement, has been the guise of banning CCC rallies and
gatherings across the country through the weaponisation of criminal procedures to
persecute those exercising their fundamental rights. On 14 January, 25 individuals,
including Amos Chibaya and Costa Machingauta, Members of Parliament for Mkoba and
Budiriro, respectively, were arrested during a private meeting and charged under
Section 37 of the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act for participating in a
gathering with intent to incite public violence. They were accused of breaching the
Maintenance of Peace and Order Act (MOPA) and were later granted bail on 27 January.
Police allegedly fired teargas at the gathering and beat up several opposition members
before bundling them into a police truck. The arrest of the 25 activists barely came a
week after the assault of CCC elderly members in Murewa by alleged Zanu PF youths and
two weeks after the arrest of Ward 27 CCC Councillor Herbert Gomba on 4 January by
Southerton Police. Gomba was arrested at a residents' meeting where he was scheduled
to unveil new community boreholes and hear the residents' concerns and feedback.

Recommendations

Key Findings and 
Mitigation Measures
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The Boards and organisations that deal with the welfare of nurses and doctors,
such as Zimbabwe’s Health Services Board, Zimbabwe Hospital Doctors’
Association and Nurses Council Zimbabwe, need to make concerted efforts to
engage the Ministry of Health and Child Welfare to address the grievances of
healthcare workers. 

The Public Service Commission together with the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development should make efforts to address the issue of
remuneration and recruitment of healthcare workers to mitigate understaffing
in public hospitals.

Passing of repressive measures
On 4 January, the proposed amendments to the Health Services Act (No. 9 of 2022)
were published in the Government Gazette by General Notice [GN] 1/2023 and came
into force on the same day. The bill outlaws organised protests by healthcare
workers who face a fine or imprisonment of up to six months. The law bans doctors
and nurses from embarking on job action lasting more than three days, and worker
representatives who face charges of inciting nurses and doctors to unlawfully down
tools could be jailed for three years. Thus, public health sector workers are now
prejudiced because they no longer have the right to strike and engage in collective
bargaining. On 16 January, Premier Service Medical Investments (PSMI) imposed a
no-work, no-pay policy to force employees on strike for weeks to return to work.
Employees had written a letter to management on 12 January vowing to only return
to work when their outstanding wages dating back to July 2022, get paid. The
signing of the bill into law comes as healthcare workers had reached a stalemate in
protracted negotiations with the government, demanding that salaries be paid in
United States Dollars. Zimbabwe’s Health Services Board stated that over 4 000
healthcare workers had left the country since 2021, leaving many hospitals
understaffed. 

Recommendations
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6

The Zimbabwe Peace Project Monthly Monitoring ReportJanuary 2023



The Harare City Council should take a more proactive role in the fair allocation of
vending spaces and make sure that they are not taken control of by political parties
and activists.

Civil society actors should capacitate vendors on their political rights as enshrined in
the constitution so as not to have their rights violated by political activists.

Intimidation and Harassment of Vendors 
ZPP has documented an alarming trend. Vendors are forced into joining the ruling party
Zanu PF and attending party meetings. The politicisation of the vending space
application procedure has caused conflicts in Zimbabwe's largest vending suburb, Mbare.
Vendors are split into those who support CCC and those who support Zanu PF. Vending
sites in other provinces have also picked up on this trend and branded the lucrative
vending areas as belonging to the ruling party. Vendors operating at Mbare vegetable
market Siyaso in Magaba home industrial areas are reportedly being forced to transfer
polling stations from their residences to Mbare. These are reported to be Zanu PF
threats so that they keep their vending sites. Vendors are losing income as they now
spend most productive time attending meetings rather than selling their products and
earning a living. Vending spaces are for all citizens who have been procedurally allocated
space by the respective local authorities, regardless of their political affiliation.

Recommendations 
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The Zimbabwe Media Commission should take a more proactive role in condemning
the partisan nature of the Zimbabwe Republic Police towards journalists, hindering
them from carrying out their work.

CSOs should engage the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission to conduct capacity
strengthening of the ZRP’s mandate, as provided in the constitution. The training
would be on the role and importance of journalists in information dissemination and
on how to engage with them as they carry out their duties especially as we head
towards the harmonised elections. 

Attack on Journalists
The ZPP is concerned by the recent trend of journalists being attacked and barred from
covering political stories, particularly those involving the opposition party. On 19
January, the editor of the Masvingo Mirror, Garikai Mafirakureva, was arrested by the
police in Masvingo on charges of publishing or communicating false information
prejudicial to the State. Mafirakureva was accused of contravening Section 31 (a) (iii) of
the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act. It is alleged Mafirakureva published
false information when he commented on a murder case, that 'it could be swept under
the carpet' due to the alleged connection between senior officers within the CID
Department in Masvingo and the accused. On 16 January, several journalists were
barred by anti-riot police from entering a courtroom at the Harare Magistrates Court to
cover the initial appearance of 25 CCC supporters who had been arrested and charged
with participating in a gathering with intent to incite public violence. Journalists who
intended to cover the court case were maltreated and dragged out of the court despite
producing their Press Cards. One police officer was quoted shouting, "the courtroom is
full, and the media is already inside. Go outside. You better start running, else I will hurt
you". However, the police allowed two state media journalists representing The Herald
and Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) to enter the courtroom.

Recommendations
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ZPP joined the rest of the world in commemorating the ‘International Day of Education’
on 24 January under the theme “to invest in people, prioritise education”. The United
Nations General Assembly proclaimed 24 January as the International Day of Education
in celebration of the role of education in peace and development. Without inclusive and
equitable quality education and lifelong opportunities for all, Zimbabwe cannot succeed
in achieving gender equality and breaking the cycle of poverty, among other socio-
economic targets. During the month of January, ZPP documented several cases in
different communities, including Silobela, Dangamvura/Chikanga and Hurungwe West,
in which children were denied access to the classroom due to non-payment of fees. On 16
January at Tsungubvi Primary School, Ward 3 in Glendale, students with outstanding
fees and missing textbooks were denied entry into the school grounds by the
headmaster. Access to education must be prioritised to accelerate progress towards all
the Sustainable Development Goals and the government’s ‘Vision 2030’ agenda.

Towards A Zimbabwe where 
there is Peace, Justice, Dignity 
and Development for All.
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ZPP joined the world in condemning the brutal assassination of Advocate Thulani
Maseko, a prominent human rights lawyer and a fearless fighter for democracy and
social justice, shot at his home in Eswatini on 21 January. Maseko was persecuted many
times for his unwavering defence of human rights through repeated arrests, charges
and pretrial detentions for speaking against human rights violations by the monarchy.
Despite the persecution, he remained steadfast and leading from the front defending
the rights of others. ZPP calls on the Eswatini government to conduct a thorough
investigation to ensure that those responsible for his assassination are brought to
justice. ZPP applauds SADC for taking a stand on the matter and impressing on the
monarchy in Eswatini that an independent investigation be conducted. ZPP sends its
heartfelt condolences to the Maseko family and friends. May His Soul Rest in Eternal
Peace.
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ZPP strives to support a peaceful electoral process where voters can resist and reject
political orders inciting violence in the upcoming 2023 harmonised elections. ZPP
developed a mobile application - SPECC, to report Social, Political, Economic, Civil, and
Cultural violations. The application provides citizens with a platform to report violations
with an anonymous option. The App is available on Google Play and Apple stores, and
WhatsApp Chabot called Batsi or Mncedisi. The verified reports are documented in the
Monthly Monitoring Report, and the victims are assisted with accessing service providers
for legal or medical support. All this is intended to create an active citizenry that resists,
rejects and reports violence. 

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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Batsi or Mncedisi on 

+263 784 123 456



MASTERY OF FEAR

He lies helplessly on the ground as the blows rain down heavily and indiscriminately on
his frail, old frame. The subject of this vicious and senseless attack that occurred in the
Bhunu Village in Murehwa North, is 74-year-old senior citizen, Morris Seremani. At some
point, the perpetrators step on his head during the beatings. A video recording
(apparently taken by the perpetrators themselves) of Seremani, his wife, and other
opposition political party Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC) supporters, some of them
elderly men and women, being viciously flogged brought this ruthless attack to light on 7
January 2023. The video, which soon went viral and attracted widespread condemnation
from various civil society actors, became the first documented incident of politically
motivated violence in the New Year, a few months away from the 2023 general elections.

While Zimbabwe’s protracted history with political and/or electoral violence is by now
well documented, the attack nonetheless added yet another blight upon the nation’s
psyche. Outside of the human rights discourse, abuse of the elderly, particularly of such
a brutal nature, is, from a cultural perspective, an unheard-of abomination. One would
have expected the youths who carried out this attack to have been aware of this. After
all, they too, come from parents - the recipients of their callous onslaught could very well
have been their own mbuya (grandmother) or sekuru (grandfather).

This incident is, however, not the first time that the country has had a problem with
political and/or electoral violence. The occurrence of this incident was therefore in and of
itself hardly surprising as violence in Zimbabwe (whether physical, structural and/or
cultural) usually escalates in the lead up to, during and shortly after the occurrence of
major political events in the country.

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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Short poem 
by Chiedza Mlingwa.

Something is in the air. Something menacing.
The air grows thicker with its presence.
We squint, trying to discern from the haze an encroaching threat.
What is it? It draws closer still.
It fills the air, pervasive and insidious… it smells like fear.
Finally, it settles. We wear it now like second skin.

Gripped by fear

It is months away from the harmonised elections and fear permeates the air making it
oppressive; the atmosphere is one that does not call for mirth.



A history of political annihilation 
Examples of political intolerance preceding violence in Zimbabwe can be traced as far
back to Zanu PF’s revolutionary Gukurahundi (the rain that washes away chaff) approach
adopted in the early years of independence and continued until  1987.. Gukurahundi, a
colloquial expression, derived from the Shona language, directly translates to “the storm
that destroys everything”. It was, in essence,a deliberately violent policy of annihilation
aimed at rendering the opposition impotent. 

 Thus began a new post-independence government born out of bloodshed and violence.
One that had, in effect, mastered the use of fear and the inculcation of values based on
using political violence as a means of gaining electoral advantage or of accumulating
and/or sustaining political control.

Suspicions and tensions remained rife between the two military wings (ZIPRA and
ZANLA) that fought for the country’s liberation. The ‘discovery’ of an arms cache in
farms owned by PF-ZAPU (Zimbabwe African People’s Union - Patriotic Front) led by the
late Joshua Mqabuko Nyongolo Nkomo culminated in massacres in Matabeleland. The
now infamous North-Korean trained Fifth Brigade (an infantry brigade of the Zimbabwe
National Army) was, in 1983, deployed to deal with dissidents: disgruntled former
guerrillas and supporters of PF-ZAPU. Over the following two years, thousands of
Ndebele and Kalanga people were detained by government forces and either force
marched to re-education camps, tortured, raped and/or summarily executed. Atrocities
were known to be severe in Tsholotsho in 1983 and in Matobo in 1984 with substantial
data on record of cruel beatings, excessive torture, mass detentions and killings at
Bhalagwe Camp which was established near Maphisa. Although there are different
estimates, the consensus is that in the aftermath of this massacre, more than 20 000
people were killed.

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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The January 1998 three-day food riots which were in response to the general increase in
prices of basic food commodities and collapse of the Zimbabwean dollar fuelled by
excessive payout packages to war veterans and the country’s military assistance to the
Democratic Republic of Congo followed and represented the most violent riots Zimbabwe
had witnessed since independence. It was not just the rioting of ordinary citizens, but the
violence of the State’s response that particularly shocked the nation. Eight extra-judicial
killings, scores of grave injuries and thousands of arrests left an enduring impression on
the nation. The 2000 elections arrived against the backdrop of not just a long contested
process of producing a new constitution but, tellingly, against violent land invasions and
cases of organised violence and torture on commercial farms which, according to research
think-tank, the Research and Advocacy Unit, was aimed at converting the support of over
300 000 commercial farm workers and their families to Zanu PF. The Zimbabwe Human
Rights NGO Forum (the Forum) and the Amani Trust produced multiple reports
documenting the scale of the organised violence and torture during this period: 80 extra-
judicial killings; more than 799 cases of abductions and more than 90 cases of torture were
recorded.

The 2002 presidential elections were characterised by the formation of the National Youth
Service (NYS) under the late Zanu PF political commissar Border Gezi. Although the
purpose of the National Youth Service was for provision of education and skills to young
people, the program was soon politicised with young people taught on intolerance
manuals to penetrate violence on political opponents. The youth, who came to be
commonly referred to as “Green Bombers” or “maBorder Gezi” were repeatedly implicated
by the public and press in murder, torture, beatings, rape, abductions, malicious damage
to property, theft and intimidation. 
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And who can forget the 2008 election-related violence? It is now common cause that
since 2000, every election in Zimbabwe has been violent, as documented by both local
human rights groups and those in the international arena. However, the 2008
harmonised election will go down as by far the most violent election to be conducted in
Zimbabwe to date. The period leading to the 2008 election was violent but it was in the
period leading up to the run-off (after election results had been released on 2 May 2008
to reveal Mugabe had attained 43.2% against Movement for Democratic Change leader,
Morgan Tsvangirai’s 47.9%) that all hell broke loose. This period was characterised by a
scale of organised violence and torture that was so large and extreme that Tsvangirai
eventually withdrew from the second round of the poll citing the need to protect the
public and MDC supporters from further violence. 

Other examples of state-sponsored violence include Operation Murambatsvina - a
government operation that saw scores of people being displaced and losing their homes
and livelihoods with the UN estimating that a total of 2.4 million people were negatively
affected and Operation Makavhotera papi where thousands were killed and tortured for
voting for opposition political parties. 

Discontent with the largely despotic and authoritarian Mugabe regime subsequently
culminated in a November 2017 military-assisted coup that toppled Mugabe from power.
The second republic captured its eagerness to move away from the repressive legacy of
the Mugabe-led regime under the mantra “Zimbabwe is open for business”. The country
walked into the 2018 elections hopeful that its violent past was now essentially that - a
thing of the past. Then on 1 August 2018, the unthinkable happened. Scores of
Zimbabweans who had taken to the streets to express their frustration at the Zimbabwe
Electoral Commission’s perceived delay in announcing the presidential election results
following the 30 July 2018 harmonized elections were met with brutal force that resulted
in tragic loss of life. The Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) fired live ammunition into the
crowd of demonstrators and innocent bystanders resulting in six lives being lost and
scores more being injured.

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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The March 2022 by-elections, considered by many as a dry run for the 2023 harmonized
elections were also characterized by various manifestations of organised violence and
torture. In the first half of 2022, the ZPP documented a total of 1267 politically motivated
human rights violations and between January and December 2795.

All these examples of violence can, due to their systematic and widespread nature, all be
characterised as gross human rights violations that amount to crimes against humanity
as defined by the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. The fear that is
harvested from the acts of violence hampers participation in public processes as it
results in voter apathy on the part of the electorate. After all, in the words of Gautama
Buddha: “All beings tremble before violence. All fear death. All love life”.

Harvested fear as a tool for political repression 
The residual effects of the ethnic genocide of the 1980s left behind a myriad of problems
but more significantly, a legacy of fear that the country’s electorate is still reeling from
today. It is easy to concentrate on the number of deaths as being the only major
negative consequence of the ethnic genocide of the 1980s but for the purposes of this
report, it is critical to zone in on the excessive amount of fear that was harvested during
this period. It is worth noting that aside from the appalling number of deaths, those
years left behind a number of not just physical, but psychological scars. This was the case
for both primary victims (those subjected to direct physical torture) and secondary
victims (those forced to witness such torture) and who all to this day continue to suffer
from the effects of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. When such victims speak of that
period to their children, and to their children’s children and so on as the cycle of life ebbs
and flows, it is never in glowing terms. They transfer their pain, their suffering, their
sense of injustice, and their general mistrust of government officials and processes each
time they recount the horrors they faced. It is in so doing that secondary trauma is born
and an electorate in a permanent state of fear is raised. 

In the last quarter of 2022, ZPP, in partnership with the Forum and the National
Transitional Justice Working Group (the NTJWG) conducted an Election and Human
Rights Dialogue Series in Gweru Chiundura on 29 October 2022. Out of the 88
participants successfully mobilized for this dialogue, 6 identified as primary victims of
past electoral violence while 4 identified as secondary victims. From these ten, only one
of the victims was male. 



Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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One lady, in her mid-50s, originally from Matobo, and who had, through marriage,
relocated to the Midlands region, recounted a harrowing tale of how she had survived
the Gukurahundi massacre, by climbing and hiding in a mutamba tree which was in the
family homestead. She was a mere 6 to 7 years old at the time when armed government
defence units stormed their household looking for “sellouts”. They found her two older
brothers who were savagely kicked and beaten with the butts of their AK-47 rifles. As
she stood up to raise her blouse slightly enough to allow us to see the still visible scar
sustained when she fell from the tree, tears were flowing down her cheeks. In her words:
“ngihlezi ngilokwesaba ukuthi okwenzakala ngalesiya sikhathi kungaphindwa khathesi.”
This directly translates to: “I remain fearful that what happened during that time could
be repeated again now”. 

Another young lady, in her early 20s spoke of how her mother died from injuries
sustained during the 2008 presidential run-off election violence. She indicated that a
local councillor in their area had sent people to forcibly take her mother - a teacher who
had refused to mobilize people in support of Zanu PF, to an undisclosed location were
she was brutally assaulted all over her body. The young lady indicated in a flat
emotionless voice that she has to date never gotten over the loss of her mother and that
it has been made worse by the excessive fear she feels on a daily basis through having to
live amidst the perpetrators. No hospital record or police report was sought due to fear
of further victimization by the deceased’s relatives. 

What is clear from these accounts is that Zimbabwe is walking into yet another election
characterised by an unholy marriage between trust and fear. This much is corroborated
by a recent Afrobarometer survey which indicated how 68 percent of citizens say they
are cautious about openly talking about politics and thus self-censure. This high level of
fear is born out of years of politically-motivated violence which has led to
institutionalized fear. This does not bode well for the country as fear of election violence
has potentially detrimental implications for democratic consolidation. Building on
political psychology, citizen’s fear of political and/or electoral violence causes citizens to
become risk averse and less supportive of electoral competition and democracy, viewing
elections as risky endeavors ripe with intimidation, threats, and the use of force that
could result in possible loss of life. 
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When democratic competition triggers violent conflict rather than serving as a peaceful
means of selecting leaders, public support for it in the citizenry decreases. The electorate
becomes more fixated with survival, in the nitty-gritty of day-to-day living: where will I
get money for fuel or to make it to work tomorrow; what will I make for supper for my
family tonight than in actively taking part in the politics of the country. In Zimbabwe, this
is more clearly expressed in the collective standpoint amidst the electorate, expressed in
the now familiar adage: “kusiri kufa ndekupi”. It is through this statement, which is akin
to the sentiment “we’re doomed (if we do vote) and doomed if we don’t” that the
debilitating effect and impact of harvested fear on targeted individuals becomes
markedly clear. 

Our recommendations
Everyone deserves to live in an environment that is free from fear. It is worth noting
further that as the constituent parts of the state are its citizens, a state’s responsibility
lies, first and foremost in securing not just the general wellbeing, but also the physical
and psychological security and safety of its people. Reference is made to the ancient
Greek philosopher Aristotle who in his book ‘The Politics’ defines the role of the state
towards its citizens. This role captures a state that is all-providing in that it provides all
men’s needs and offers them the fulfilment, not only of living, but of living well in
accordance with those virtues that are peculiarly human. No election can be free, fair and
credible when conducted in an environment characterised by an electorate that is in a
chronic state of fear.

It is consequently difficult to conceive the possibility of enjoying basic human rights, be
they economic, civil and political or socio-cultural rights without the State creating a
conducive political environment for such freedoms to thrive.



Ensure that the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) is accountable for any acts of
violence and arrests of opposition supporters, and that perpetrators are held to
account and punished in accordance with the law. 

Create a clear process for independent investigation of all allegations of human
rights violations, such as police brutality and political arrests, and ensure that
victims are provided with adequate remedies.

Establish a national dialogue involving all political parties, civil society organizations,
and other stakeholders to create an environment of trust and understanding ahead
of the 2023 elections.

Reform the security sector, particularly the police and military, to ensure that they
are non-partisan and professional in their approach to the elections.

Take measures to ensure freedom of expression, assembly, and association,
including the right to hold peaceful protests without fear of reprisal or arrest.

Adopt a zero-tolerance approach to hate speech and incitement of violence by
political leaders.

In light of the above situation, the Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) recommends that the
government of Zimbabwe and the ruling party, Zanu PF, take the following steps ahead
of the 2023 elections to ensure that fear is effectively dismantled within communities in
the country: 

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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In January, the special focus areas were on equality and non-discrimination, political
rights, freedom of assembly and association, right to personal security and right to
administrative justice.

Equality and non-discrimination

ZPP recorded a total of 16 cases in which opposition supporters, particularly CCC
supporters, were denied access to pfumvudza inputs and food aid due to their political
affiliation. Masvingo had four violations, Mashonaland West had three, and Bulawayo
was the lowest with one case. 

On 21 January in Mazowe West Ward 15, at Dandamera community hall, during a
community distribution of pfumvudza farming inputs, Zanu PF Councillor Peter
Chinyoka turned away some beneficiaries accusing them of supporting CCC. Chinyoka
stated that CCC supporters were not qualified to be given inputs from President
Mnangagwa. He reportedly named and shamed 12 victims as the culprits before turning
them away. Only perceived Zanu PF supporters benefitted and received 50kgs of top
dressing fertilizer, 10kgs maize seed, 2kgs sugar beans and 5kgs soyabeans.

Section 56 of the Constitution states that every Zimbabwean has the right not to be
treated in an unfair and discriminatory manner on such grounds as their nationality,
race, colour, tribe, language, class or political affiliation among others. According to
Article 2 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights(UDHR), the right to equal
treatment requires that all persons be treated equally before the law, without
discrimination. This is supported by Articles 2 and 3 of the ACHPR.

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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Political Rights
A total of 22 cases were recorded in the month of January in which citizens' political
rights were violated. Bulawayo recorded four violations, whilst Mashonaland East,
Manicaland and Mashonaland Central recorded three cases each. 

On 17 January, Zanu PF activists threatened to unleash violence on residents in Bindura
North Garikai's new settlements in Ward 12 towards elections. Zanu PF youths led by
their vice chairperson Zvanyadza went around the community after the ZEC delimitation
process, threatening to beat up all residents in Ward 12, accusing them of being
affiliated with CCC. Zvanyadza claimed that as a party, they were convinced that most
Ward 12 residents were sell-outs and had not been voting for Zanu PF during elections.
She also stated that the delimitation process had assisted Zanu PF map wards with
strong ruling party supporters and those which have opposition elements. Zvanyadza
also promised that people would be beaten worse than what happened in 2008.

Section 67 of the Zimbabwean Constitution states that every Zimbabwean citizen has
the right to form, to join and to participate in the activities of a political party or
organisation of their choice, to participate, individually or collectively, in gatherings or
groups or in any other manner, in peaceful activities to influence, challenge or support
the policies of the Government or any political or whatever cause.

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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Freedom of Assembly and Association
In the month of January, ZPP recorded a total of 19 cases related to freedom of assembly
and association. Mashonaland East province had five violations, the highest number, and
Masvingo, Manicaland and Mashonaland Central had three violations each. 

On 20 January, villagers at Kandigi village ward 36 in Mt Darwin West, Dotito, were
summoned to a community meeting addressed by village head Time Kandingu. Kandingu
told villagers to move around clad in Zanu PF regalia to enhance the ruling party’s
visibility. Youths were advised to conduct weekly patrols and marches around the village
in solidarity with Zanu PF. Kadingu was quoted saying, “I am trying to keep you safe, so
do as I say, or I will label you as a sell-out”. Kandingu also declared the village a ‘no-go’
area for opposition parties, citing that only Zanu PF was allowed to conduct activities in
the community. He also ordered people to vote for his son for the councillor position in
the coming elections. The meeting ended with people being made to sing and chant
revolutionary songs and Zanu PF slogans.

According to Section 58 of the Constitution, every Zimbabwean has the right not to
assemble or associate with others nor be compelled to belong to an association or to
attend a meeting or gathering. The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights,
Article 10 states that, “every individual shall have the right to assemble freely with
others.” In addition, Article 11 states that, “every individual shall have the right to
freedom of movement.” The right to freedom of association is guaranteed under Articles
12(3), 27(2) and 28 of the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance.
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Right to personal security
ZPP recorded a total of 10 cases in which the right to personal security was violated.
These were recorded in different areas and Manicaland was the province with the
highest with four cases, and the provinces that recorded the lowest were Mashonaland
West and Manicaland with one case each.
 
On 31 January at Zengeza 3 shops, Zengeza West, Chitungwiza, a CCC activist was
assaulted by former Zanu PF Ward 11 Councillor Xavier Jima for wearing yellow. Reports
confirm that Jima attacked the activist with open palms for wearing a yellow T-shirt and
chanting the CCC slogan “Ngaapinde Hake Mukomana”. In Nyanga South, ward 15, on 21
January 2023, it was reported that unknown and yet-to-be-identified assailants
assaulted Francis Fombe for allegedly wearing an opposition CCC t/shirt. Unfortunately,
reports suggest that Fombe succumbed to the injuries sustained from the assault.The
case was said to have been under investigation, but the reasons for the assault were
suspected of having been political since he was assaulted while wearing an opposition
CCC t/shirt.

Section 52 of the Constitution states that every Zimbabwean has the right to bodily and
psychological integrity, which includes the right to freedom from all forms of violence
from public or private sources. Articles 3 and 5 of the UDHR recognise that every person
has the right to personal liberty and security, and this is supported by Article 6 of the
ACHPR.



Right to Administrative Justice
ZPP recorded a total of 4 cases of violations of the rights of administrative justice, with
two cases recorded each in Manicaland and Mashonaland Central. 

On 14 January at Bindura Hospital in Glenview New Hall ward 30, admitted patients were
told to assign their relatives to fetch them water for sanitation since the hospital was
experiencing severe water challenges. The hospital management told patients that the
hospital was struggling with water supply hence all patients on admission should find
alternative ways of getting water supplies from relatives or nearby associates. In
another incident, police in Mutare CBD struggled to control vendors as they claimed they
were vendors for Economic Development (ED). The rowdy and violent vendors
threatened to assault ZRP and Municipal officers managing vending sites. The vendors
set up wooden cabins, sold their wares in undesignated areas, including ranks and
roadsides, and refused to be turned away by the police.

Section 68 of the Constitution stipulates that every Zimbabwean has a right to
administrative conduct that is lawful, prompt, efficient, reasonable, proportionate,
impartial and both substantively and procedurally fair.

Resist, Reject and Report Violence, #RRRV2023
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Harare 
Citizens were denied their constitutional rights to freedom of assembly and
association, a clear sign of shrinking of the democratic space for civil-political
engagement and participation. On 14 January, police officers from the support unit
sanctioned Greater Grace residents meeting in Glenview organised by Glenview North
legislator Fani Munengami and ward Councillors Tonderai Chakeredza and Glaudhenzia
Marera. The engagement which was a feedback meeting between residents and their
duty bearers to improve service delivery was viewed as a political meeting by the
police. About 45 police officers clad in riot gear were deployed at Glenview New Hall
resulting in the meeting being cancelled. In Mbare there were clashes between Zanu
PF and CCC members on 15 January, as CCC President Nelson Chamisa was expected to
visit the area and interface with CCC party structures. Zanu PF youths led by Mbare
youth chairperson Cde Olembe mobilised from Carter house community members who
barricaded roads to intercept Chamisa’s vehicles. The youths also went on a rampage
beating up people. Barber shops, perimeter walls and other structures belonging to
CCC members were vandalised. 

Bulawayo 
The tiff between Bulawayo City Council and the ‘illegal’ vendors became politically
charged in the quest to relocate the latter into a designated site. Zanu PF took
advantage and coerced the vendors to buy party cards to be protected. Zanu PF
Bulawayo Provincial Chairperson for the Youth League, identified as Tendai Charuka
forced vendors to join Zanu PF. Charuka further told the vendors that only those
aligned to Zanu PF in terms of membership and participation would be protected from
being cleared out or arrested. Vendors were then forced to buy Zanu PF membership
cards that were going for $2.00USD. Zanu PF continued to discriminate against other
political members in accessing water from borehole sources. The party continued to
use water and food as weapons to campaign. This was revealed when a Zanu PF
member identified as Kholwani Nleya requested Zanu PF membership cards from
anyone who sought to access the borehole and barred anyone without one. 
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Manicaland
In Manicaland Province, there is increased political intolerance and the people’s political
rights are under threat as seen  in January 2023. This was notable in Nyanga and Mutare
areas. In Nyanga North, ward 18, a man was assaulted by his son. The son was said to be
working as a presidential guard and a member of the Zimbabwe National Army. The
victim was allegedly assaulted after being accused of being an opposition CCC member
by the son in question. In Mutare Central, it was reported that every rank marshal at
Sakubva rank in town was allegedly forced to wear the ruling Zanu PF party regalia when
loading the commuter omnibuses. If one refused to wear the said regalia, it meant that
they would not be allowed to operate for that period and their families would starve. The
political tensions are high in Manicaland seen by the obtaining situation.

Midlands
The main highlights in the Midlands include the partisan distribution of aid and police
harassment of vendors and artisanal miners. A man was harassed and denied food aid in
Makore ward 11 at Chinyenyetu Hall because he is a member of the CCC political party.
The suspected perpetrator is Ranganayi Murambinda, who was part of the AREX team
that was distributing fertiliser and maize seeds under the presidential inputs scheme.
Artisanal miners and vendors in Mberengwa West were reportedly given two hours to
vacate various mining and commercial locations in the Sandawana region. To evict
people from the area, the police used force, tear gas, and police dogs. They also seized
equipment and detained miners.
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Masvingo
Political space for opposition CCC continues to  shrink as Zanu PF limits space for
contestation in Masvingo province using unorthodox means. In Masvingo Urban, the
Zanu PF councillor for Ward 10, Sengerayi Manyanga called on party members to stop
any CCC meetings in their areas using different tactics including booking venues ahead
of the opposition’s proposed programs. Manyanga stated this during a closed-door party
meeting for 24 Affiliates for ED at Charles Austin Theatre in Masvingo drawn from the
province’s seven districts. In Zaka Central, ward 8, the area’s Zanu PF legislator Davison
Svuure turned away the Zanu PF ward councillor, Tererai Tererai at a farming inputs
distribution program at Gwangwava Business Centre. Svuure reportedly took over
presiding over the distribution. This was suspected factional politicisation of aid by Zanu
PF members. Svuure then denigrated Tererai because of his disability by shouting at him
pointing out that he was not going to be ‘ruled by someone with one eye.’

Mashonaland Central 
There s increased surveillance of communities by Zanu PF ahead of the 2023 elections.
Wearing of yellow and associating with the Citizen Coalition for Change party is a
punishable offence in Bindura, Mazowe Central, Guruve and some parts of Mt Darwin. A
female CCC activist was harassed by Zanu PF youths led by Simbarashe Gweshe for
wearing a yellow dress. The youths nearly ripped off her dress before some community
members intervened and pleaded on her behalf. In Guruve, a CCC activist was summoned
to Chief Chipuriro‘s court on eviction charges for supporting the opposition CCC. The case
has been pending at the chief’s court since it was escalated to government departments
for intervention. In Rushinga, Zanu PF legislator Tendai Nyabani warned councillors and
traditional leaders not to distribute government inputs to members of opposition
parties.
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Mashonaland East
A surge in political activities brought about a rise in human rights abuses in
Mashonaland East during the month of January. Ruling party activists continued to
target, harass, intimidate and assault CCC supporters. In Goromonzi, a case on
abduction and torture was reported in Phase 6 Caledonia Ward 25 in Goromonzi South
on 12 January. About 80 residents, believed to be CCC members, mobilised themselves
for a voter registration exercise. At 0730 am Zanu PF members approached the CCC
members and enquired on their destination, two CCC leaders were forced out of the bus
and assaulted. The two CCC leaders were man-handled and bundled into a Zanu PF
truck and taken to Proton farm along Arcturus Road. They were further assaulted all
over their bodies with unknown objects and rescued by local farmers who found them
dumped in the Proton farm dam at around 17:45 on the same day.

Mashonaland West
Mashonaland West recorded an increase in the number of human rights abuses during
the month of January 2023 compared to December 2022. Cases of police brutality and
selective application of the law continue to be recorded in Kadoma Central, a reflection
that police officers are no longer promoting and respecting human rights. Duty bearers
who are mandated to protect citizens have become villains who undermine the
constitution. On 12 January, a case on the right to personal security was reported in
Kadoma Central, Kadoma Light Industry. A group of young persons led by a human
rights defender had one of its members assaulted by a police officer Sgt Chirambei at
their workplace around 11 in the morning. The officer is reportedly beating up people for
no clear reason. Business owners and workers around the light industry area are being
targeted if they fail to bribe police officers. 
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Matabeleland North 
In Umguza constituency ward 2, the village head identified as Teresa Nyathi forced
villagers to attend Zanu PF campaign activities. Nyathi told the villagers that they
should be reminded that they got their stands through Zanu PF and those that fail to
attend and campaign for the party risk being expelled from the ward. In Jotsholo village,
it was reported that a Zanu PF member identified as JR Khumalo warned villagers to
vote for Zanu PF in the forthcoming elections. Allegedly, Khumalo further remarked that
for peace to prevail villagers should campaign and take part in the Zanu PF activities.
Political intolerance was reported in ward 5 at Mncetshwa village, where David Dube of
Mthwakazi Republic Party was going around the shops intimidating supporters of CCC,
saying that they were fools for following their Party President, Nelson Chamisa. He
allegedly further warned that those found voting for CCC in the ward would be beaten
up.

Matabeleland South 
In Humbane village ward 17, it was reported that Zanu PF activists went around
homesteads recording citizens that are allegedly criticising Zanu PF. In a community
meeting their ringleader identified as Simiso Gwala warned villagers that they have been
given the mandate by the party to deal with individuals criticising the party and
government. Gwala is said to be working with others in different wards that include
Patricia Mlauzi and Peter Dube. In ward 5 of Insiza South, it was reported that a Zanu PF
activist identified as Moyoza told community members that everyone was obliged to
vote for the ruling party. Allegedly, Moyoza promised terror to villagers and households
that might vote for any opposition party. He further remarked that, "It was easier for
Zanu PF to win than CCC”. He then warned that they were prepared to beat up citizens
who intended to vote Zanu PF out of power.
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