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INTRO

Although the year started with COVID-19 lockdown regulations, these 
eased as the year progressed. While the lockdown regulations eased, 
the protracted political and socio-economic environment worsened 
making the lives of the majority of citizens unbearable. their situation 
compounded by the lockdown restrictions. As an institution, we noted 
a closing of operating space not just in Zimbabwe but it seemed the 
issue affected many countries in Africa and around the globe. During 
the year under review, citizens were not only subjected to absolute 
poverty but were also victims of harassment, assault, abductions and 
unlawful arrest. While threats about what the government would do to 
muzzle civil society and limit operating environment were very loud, it 
was towards the end of the year that a bold step was taken. 
On November 5, 2021 the Private Voluntary Organisations (PVO) 
Amendment Bill was gazetted. It seemed government wanted to fast 
track the Bill, by announcing public hearings to take place in December 
but the plans had to be shelved as the ravaging effects of the global 
pandemic called for the adjournment of parliamentary business. 
Although the PVO Amendment Bill affected CSOs there was no 
consultation with CSOs prior to gazetting of the Bill. The new law 
limits the right to freedom of expression and information. CSOs are 
open to regulation and have also suggested self-regulation however the 
Amendment seems to be more bent on penalising CSOs.
Before gazetting of the PVO Amendment Bill the country watched in 
dismay as what had been viewed as a progressive Constitution took a 
significant knock with Constitutional Amendment number 2 fast on 
the heels of Constitutional Amendment number 1. With 27 
amendments Constitutional Amendment number 2 sought to 
consolidate power of the President and the otherwise largely 
progressive Constitution suffered retrogression. The amendment 
‘marked departure from the democratic spirit and tenor embodied in 
the Constitution of Zimbabwe’   Some provisions were removed before 
they had even been tried for example the provision of running mates in 
presidential elections. It was a sad day in the history of Zimbabwe 
when Constitutional Amendment number 2 was gazetted on May 7.
It is my hope that citizens rendered vulnerable by the fast-shrinking 
operating space gather the courage and reclaim agency to call out duty 
bearers when their rights are violated. Citizens must realise that they 
have the power to demand accountability but at the same time take 
cognisance of the responsibilities that they have as citizens.
Despite all the pitfalls that characterised the year under review 
Zimbabwe Peace Project continued to monitor and document human 
rights violations affecting citizens without fear or favour. We are 
indebted to our partners who continue to have confidence in the work 
that we do.
Allow me to appreciate the commitment and dedication exhibited by 
fellow Board members who in these difficult times made time to give 
policy direction to ZPP and also provided the much -needed oversight 
role. The members were fully engaged in ensuring that ZPP policies 
match the demands in today’s world and provided technical expertise. 
ZPP did a sterling job in monitoring these violations and putting them 
into the public domain and referring the victims in need for medical, 
legal and psycho-social support.  ZPP continued to advocate for the 
advancement of the rights of women, persons with disability and other 
vulnerable groups.

I thank you.

Mr Zachariah Godi
ZPP Board Chairperson
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INTRO

The human rights situation in Zimbabwe remained precarious, with 
government agents and ruling party remaining the major perpetrators 
throughout the year.
Both the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) and Zanu PF contributed to a 
combined over 50 percent of human rights violations each month throughout 
2021 and this was a major indictment to the leadership of President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa.
Of great concern, was how the State failed to investigate and account for the 
human rights violations recorded during the period under review. In the case 
of the ZRP, it is alarming to note how citizens’ confidence and trust in the 
institution has waned throughout 2021. From the mandate provided by the 
Constitution the police are supposed to be human rights defenders, but in 
the cases recorded in the year under review the police have largely been 
complicit facilitating the abuse of citizens.
In addition to leading the breach of civil and political rights, the State failed 
to accord its citizens the right to social services such as education, 
healthcare, water and sanitation and this greatly impacted on the quality of 
life for citizens.
Throughout the year, the ZPP continued to monitor and document 
government’s failure to provide adequate public transport services following 
the monopoly of the sector by the state-run ZUPCO.
ZPP continues with its work monitoring and documenting the human rights 
situation in Zimbabwe and this is despite the unfavourable operating 
environment in the country where government is intent on stifling the 
operations of civil society through, among other things, Draconian legislation 
such as the PVO Amendment Bill.  
In targeted communities where we operate I am happy to note that 
community ambassadors, structures identified and nominated by citizens in 
the specific areas across the political divide, have taken ownership of their 
role to map and transform conflict
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In Chiredzi, the community structure is known for its ability and 
professionalism when it comes to the rescue of girls from early marriages. 
In Binga, the community ambassadors have worked very well with 
traditional leaders and facilitate access. In Mutoko, the community structure 
has after being trained by ZPP engaged council, to ensure all stakeholders 
are aware of benefits raked in from the mining of black granite. In Matobo, 
the community was able in platforms created to highlight the challenge of 
children and adults without national documents. This led ZPP to initially 
commission a position paper titled ‘Cursed with Statelessness: 
Consequences of Deprivation of National Identification Documents’ and 
subsequently engage the Registrar General’s office on the issue. The 
position paper was an advocacy tool in engagements with parliament and 
the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission. The parliamentary portfolio 
committee on Defence, Home Affairs and Security services appreciated the 
engagement and expressed gratitude that the position paper had added to 
the information the committee had.
At the organisational level, I extend my gratitude to the ZPP staff members, 
monitors, community ambassadors, cooperating partners and other 
stakeholders in our work of human rights monitoring and documentation 
and peace building, for the commitment they exhibited throughout the year.
ZPP Board members and Trustees remained fully engaged in their 
participation and involvement in the work of ZPP and this is much 
appreciated.  As an organization, we are grateful for the media coverage the 
organization received, this not only helped raise awareness of our work, but 
also acted as an advocacy tool to get our message out for the benefit of 
citizens.
We appreciate the unwavering support and look forward to a 2022 with 
reduced human rights violations. 
I thank you.

Signed
Jestina Mukoko
National Director



The Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) is a premier human rights monitoring 
institution founded in 2000 by Zimbabwean church based and human rights 
organisations. The main objective of ZPP is building peace and promoting the 

peaceful transformation of disputes and conflicts in communities through, among 
many strategies, the monitoring and documentation of human rights abuses. As a 
network, ZPP carries its strength in the diversity, reach and spread of its members 
who include Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe (EFZ), Catholic Commission for 

Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe (CCJPZ) and Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC) -
renowned faith-based associations driving issues of social accountability and 

justice and Civic Education Network Trust (CIVNET). Other members include the 
Counselling Services Unit (CSU), Zimbabwe Human Rights Association (ZimRights), 

Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe (WCoZ), Women and Law in Southern Africa 
(WLSA) and National Association of Societies for the Care of the Handicapped 

(NASCOH). 
These members provide technical support on key matters such as litigation, 

psycho-social support, medical support and gender and inclusion. ZPP also works 
with women and youth-led Community Based Organisations (CBOs), Faith Based 

Organisations (FBOs) and more recently with organisations championing disability 
inclusion such as Deaf Zimbabwe Trust and NASCOH. ZPP is headed by Ms. Jestina
Mukoko, a seasoned political scientist, peace practitioner, human rights defender 
and journalist who has propelled ZPP as the lead institution for information on 

championing the discourse on human rights violations. ZPP has credible relations 
and partnerships and produces reliable information that is trusted and relied on 

by independent State institutions.
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4.0
The year 2021 started off with the country under an unprecedented COVID-19 

lockdown, from January to March and this impacted negatively the work of ZPP as the 

organization was not able to conduct physical engagements with communities.

During this time, the police remained on patrol and in the process, they contributed to 

human rights violations as they used harassment, intimidation, assault and arbitrary 

arrests to enforce the lockdown regulations.

The year 2021 was President Mnangagwa’s third year in power and there were 

continuous attempts by the establishment to entrench themselves using all but 

democratic means.

ZPP noted the suppression of dissent, interference in the affairs of the judiciary, 

weaponization of the law, politicisation of food and other aid, state-party conflation, 

and enactment of draconian laws like the PVO Amendment Bill all of which worked 

against citizens exercising their rights as guaranteed by the Constitution.

Throughout the year, ZPP recorded 2466 human rights violations, with 1188 of these 

being harassment and intimidation.

Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP) contributed to 48 percent of violations while Zanu PF 

contributed to 14 percent and the Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA) contributed to 13 

percent.

With the ruling party and the police leading the list of human rights violators, the 

human rights situation in Zimbabwe deteriorated to levels where citizens are on their 

own.

The main opposition, the MDC- Alliance, led by Nelson Chamisa and the MDC-T, a 

breakaway faction led by Douglas Mwonzora, contributed to about three percent of all 

human rights violations and this was mainly owing to the two parties’ fight over turf 

and control of assets.

The MDC-T continued to enjoy protection from state security agents.

In 2021, just as in 2020, there was a significant use of food and other aid as a political 

tool as government rolled out the Pfumvudza inputs scheme. ZPP noted that apart from 

the widespread decline in the volumes of inputs government distributed, there was 

more discrimination of those believed to be supporters and sympathisers of the 

opposition and Zanu PF once again used its influence in central and local government to 

influence the distribution. 

The politicization of inputs has continued to happen for a long time and ZPP has 

continued to keep the issue alive, and has always expressed concern over how Zanu PF 

officials and activists hijack the process, which should be conducted by government 

employees and other non-partisan stakeholders.

Once again, Zimbabwe was in a worse of situation in 2021.
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Throughout the year, ZPP recorded cases of partisan and politicised distribution of 

food and other forms of aid and harassment and intimidation of citizens by the 

ruling party and state actors.

The food security situation in Zimbabwe remained precarious, owing to a cocktail 

of factors, chief among them, climate change induced rainfall in the 2020-2021 

cropping season (resulting in the country not receiving uniform rainfall), the 

snowball effects of the 2020 COVID-19 restrictions on informal business 

operations, and  government’s lack of prioritisation of the citizens’ socio-economic 

needs. 

The distribution of inputs under the government’s agricultural scheme, Pfumvudza, 

initiated to address food and nutrition insecurity was done in a largely partisan 

manner, with supporters of opposition political parties being denied access. 

In some incidents recorded by ZPP, Zanu PF officials used Pfumvudza inputs to 

campaign during the party’s district elections.

In addition, to being denied access to inputs, the majority of citizens who were 

supposed to benefit from food aid, were also left out.

The ruling party and government agents continued to go against recognised

humanitarian standards guiding distribution of food aid, and these are, humanity, 

neutrality, impartiality and independence. 

ZPP recorded an average of 30 cases  of politicisation of food and other aid each 

month, and a total of 359 in 2021. 

Equitable distribution of aid regardless of people’s diverse political affiliation is a 

hallmark of the recognition of the ‘strength in our diversity’ that Mnangagwa spoke 

about at his swearing in 2017 when he took over at the end of the late Robert 

Mugabe’s rule.

Unfortunately, the state and the ruling party coalesced to deny citizens their right 

to access food as enshrined in Section 77 of the Constitution.

HIGHLIGHTS
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The highlights of the third year of President Mnangagwa’s reign was the fast tracking 

of the amendment of the Constitution to give the President more power and to 

undermine the role of the judiciary and the legislature.  Through Amendment 

number 2, Mnangagwa now has the powers to appoint judges without them having to 

go through a public interview process and he can now sign international bi-laterals 

without having to go through Parliament among many amendments.   This has 

effectively diminished the role of the judiciary and Parliament in holding the 

executive to account.

In addition to using the law, the Mnangagwa government continued to have its hand 

in the split of the opposition and subsequent recall MDC- Alliance parliamentarians in 

2020 and 2021, and this had an effect of weakening Parliament. Government and the 

Zimbabwe Electoral Commission continued to suspend the holding of by- elections to 

fill the vacancies created by the recalls. 

Parliament and local authorities had to operate without 28 MPs and 105 councillors

respectively, some of whom had died while a significant number had been recalled in 

the fight between the two factions of the MDC, the MDC-Alliance and the MDC-T.

The other highlight was the reappointment of Chief Justice Luke Malaba, as the Chief 

Justice despite him having reached the age of retirement. With a weak judiciary, 

Malaba won against the court challenges mounted by the Zimbabwe Human Rights 

NGO Forum, of which ZPP is a member.  Currently, there is a fervent push to enact 

the PVO Amendment Bill, which if passed, will suppress, strictly regulate and choke 

the valuable work of civil society organisations. 

This is in direct contradiction to Mnangagwa’s pledge that his government was going 

to work towards ensuring that the pillars of the State assuring democracy in our land 

are strengthened and respected. 

The reality is that President Mnangagwa’s government has trampled on those very 

pillars hence there is huge interference affecting transparency and accountability 

which are pivotal values of democracy.

NATIONAL
HIGHLIGHTS
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Throughout the year 2021, Zanu PF and the Zimbabwe Republic Police took 

turns to lead the list of human rights violators, Zanu PF has taken the lead, 

contributing to over 50 percent of all violations while the ZRP has come second 

at an average of 30 percent each month.

Police and other state agents have openly and actively applied the law selectively 

in favour of the ruling party. State security agents are supposed to discharge 

their duties with impartiality and professionalism and this is not happening. 

In the end, it is the citizens who are at the receiving end of human rights 

violations because the police, with a mandate to protect life and property, and 

the ruling party, which is supposed to work for all Zimbabweans, are colluding 

to violate rights for the political gain of Zanu PF.

NATIONAL
HIGHLIGHTS
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When President Emmerson Mnangagwa took over power in Zimbabwe in November 2017, a 

school teacher employed by the government was earning about US$500 a month, an amount 

that, although not sufficient, could meet the basic needs. 

At the end of October 2017, the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe (CCZ) estimated the food 

basket at $146,12 per month, an amount that was not affordable for the generality of 

Zimbabweans as gauged by the income of teachers.

Four years later, a December 2021 teacher’s payslip showed a net salary of ZWL16,000, 

equivalent to about 89 US dollars.         

The grocery needs as at December 2021 were at about $16 498,65 (about 87 US dollars), 

according to the Consumer Council of Zimbabwe.

According to CCZ, in September, a low-income earning urban family of six required 

approximately $41 235,93 (about 230 USD) to sustain its monetary needs per month.

With salaries of the majority workers remaining stagnant, the situation has remained dire for 

the ordinary Zimbabwean.

Government continued to deny responsibility for what was happening to the economy, and 

instead chose to blame, as usual, unnamed ‘economic and currency saboteurs.

The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe, which is responsible for pegging the forex rate, went on a 

spree, arresting businesses who circumvented its fixed official forex auction exchange rate  

and resorted to the more realistic parallel market rate.

When the auction system was introduced in 2020, the parallel market rate stood at ZWL 80 

for One US dollar, by the end of 2021, it was over ZWL 250 against the US dollar. 

Businesses opted to price goods based on the parallel market rate because the ZWL was 

being overpriced. To deal with this, the RBZ implemented a litany of measures, including the 

arrest and freezing of bank accounts of those using exchange rates outside the auction 

system, or abusing the auction system.

The fuel behind the current crisis stemmed from the weak control systems within the RBZ, 

which allowed politically connected individuals to access foreign currency at a lower rate, 

then sell it on the parallel market at a higher rate, then go back to the RBZ to access more.

Yet, on the outward, government officials and those connected to financial resources, flaunt 

their wealth in the midst of gnawing poverty.

NATIONAL
HIGHLIGHTS





Harare province recorded the highest number of violations associated with civil and political 

rights and socio-economic rights. The province recorded a total of 611 violations in 2021 

compared to 844 in 2020. Zanu PF activists and law enforcement agents mainly police officers, 

soldiers and municipal officers topped the list of perpetrators. 

The Ministry of Local government under the banner of the Harare City Council facilitated 

demolition of informal structures city wide on a disguised clean-up campaign. Many citizens in 

the informal sector were affected and left counting heavy losses. 

6.1 HARARE

Mashonaland Central province recorded a total of 371 violations. Most of the violations recorded 

were associated with intimidation and harassment of civilians and perceived opposition 

supporters. The perpetrators were mapped as Zanu PF supporters and traditional leaders. ZPP 

noted a trend of partisan distribution of government inputs sponsored under the Pfumvudza aid 

scheme meant to boost Zimbabwe’s food security. Citizens who failed to pay hut tax or attend 

ruling party cell gatherings were viewed as opposition supporters and denied government aid 

during distributions. Zanu PF supporters continued to declare Mashonaland Central as a ‘no go’ 

area for opposition political parties. They threatened to unleash violence if the ruling party lost 

elections in 2023. 

6.2 MASH CENTRAL

In 2021 a total of 291 violations were recorded, compared to the 221 in the previous year and this 

indicated a significant deterioration of the human rights  situation in the province. The majority 

of the violations recorded in the province included intimidation, harassment and assault of 

opposition supporters and the politicisation of food and other aid. 

On 13 June 2021, the Marondera Deputy Sheriff evicted close to 280 families at Maganga farm in 

Marondera West. The families were left in need of food and provisional shelter since they were 

dumped at an open space. In 2017 the same villagers had their homes torched by the Zimbabwe 

Republic Police. Families lost property worth thousands of dollars and their copping strategies 

and livelihoods were shut down. Some villagers who had offer letters stayed behind and they were 

re-evicted on 13 June 2021. ZPP, working with its partners managed to assist the victims with food 

hampers and temporary shelter.

6.3 MASH EAST

6.0PROVINCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS



A total of 296 violations were recorded, compared to 242 violations recorded in 2020. The major 

perpetrators of most of the violations were Zanu PF activists. Topping the violations chart were 

cases of intimidation, political rights, right to property and arbitrary evictions. Cases of systematic 

and violent arbitrary evictions were reported across the Mashonaland West province. On 13 June 

2021, close to 110 people were reportedly evicted at Waterloo farm in Hurungwe North. The 

families were left in need of food and provisional shelter since they were dumped at an open 

space. Vincent Chigwedere a Zanu PF activist was behind the evictions. During the eviction, 

villagers had their homes torched by the Zimbabwe Republic Police. In some instances, police 

forced villagers to burn their own structures.  ZPP through is partners managed to assist the 

victims with food and non-food items. 

6.4 MASH WEST

Cases of harassment and intimidation were the most dominant of the total of 299 human rights 

violations recorded in Manicaland. The majority of the other violations included politicisation of 

food and other aid in favour of Zanu PF supporters. 

In 2020, ZPP recorded 251 human rights violations. 

6.5 MANICALAND

In the Midlands province, there was a general increase in mining gang violence, and of the 215 

human rights violations recorded in this province in 2021, about 80 cases – compared to 22 in 

2020 - involved mining gangs, most of whom are aligned to the ruling party and have continued to 

act with impunity for as long as they have been mining front runners for top officials.

6.6 MIDLANDS

6.0PROVINCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS

Masvingo Province recorded 211 human rights violations compared to 272 in 2020, and just as in 

other provinces, this was largely a result of the politicisation of aid and the harassment and 

intimidation of opposition supporters. The province also had a significantly higher prevalence of 

intra-party violence as Zanu PF supporters clashed during the District Coordination Committee 

elections held between June and August in the year under review. ZPP recorded 16 cases of intra 

party violence.

6.7 MASVINGO



Bulawayo Province recorded 78 cases of human rights violations compared to 99  the previous 

year and these were largely related to the harassment and intimidation of vendors and ordinary 

citizens by Zanu PF officials who went on  door to door campaigns as part of their structures’ 

building programme. In one of the cases, Zanu PF members forced some vendors to attend the 

funeral proceedings of the late national hero Simon Khaya Moyo., Vendors who chose to stay 

behind were told that they would lose their vending stallsstands because they had defied the 

orders of the party. Zanu PF continued targeting vendors to boost its membership and aim to have 

five million voters in 2023. Throughout the year, the party forced vendors to buy their 

membership cards warning that they riskehed losing their stands if they did not buy party cards. 

6.8 BULAWAYO

Matabeleland South recorded 47 cases of human rights violations compared to 51 in 2020 and 

this increase is due to the involvement Zanu PF officials in the distribution of government aid, 

during which they discriminated those who did not support the party.  In November, there was 

heightened political activity in the usually sleepy province when MDC Alliance leader, Nelson 

Chamisa visited the province as part of his countrywide tour. In the same way as other provinces, 

Zanu PF activists, police and some traditional leaders employed strategies to undermine the 

success of the opposition leader’s campaign trail

6.9 MAT SOUTH

In 2021, Matabeleland North province recorded 48 human rights violations compared to 86 in 

2020. As in other provinces, there was widespread discrimination of non Zanu PF supporters 

during aid distribution. The distribution of the government’s Pfumvudza inputs continued to 

happen in a politicised manner  and MDC Alliance activists were reportedly denied the inputs as 

they were told to get their inputs from Nelson Chamisa. Zanu PF Councillors and Zanu PF aligned 

traditional leaders continued to be the major perpetrators of rights violations in most of the rural 

communities across Matabeleland North.

6.10 MAT NORTH

6.0PROVINCIAL
HIGHLIGHTS
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VIOLATIONS BY PROVINCE (JAN - DEC 2021)
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JAN- DEC 2021 VIOLATIONS BY TYPE
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VICTIMS GENDER ANALYSIS JAN – DEC 2021

VICTIM ANALYSIS BY AFFILIATION 2021 (JAN - DEC)
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ZPP successfully implemented project activities as COVID-19 

restrictions were eased during the first quarter of 2021. 

As part of fulfilling its strategic driver that seeks “To 

contribute towards building a Zimbabwean citizenry that 

demands Human Rights accountability by 2024” the 

organization produced its flagship report, the Monthly 

Monitoring Report (MMR) which various stakeholders rely on 

for human rights violations information. The MMR was 

produced in a colourful and modern design, which enabled 

it to be responsive, informative, and interactive.

A number of researchers engaged the organization on 

human rights related information; an indication of the 

credibility of the work of the institution. Through the 

tireless work of the network of community based human 

rights monitors ZPP works with, the organization was able 

to expose human rights violations despite the lockdown 

restrictions. The work of the organization received at least 

over 12,000 media mentions in 2021, evidence of how, the 

media relies on the ZPP reports for information. 
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CAMPAIGNS
ZPP developed and launched the Social, Political, Economic, Civil and Cultural human rights 

mobile application (SPECC).  The SPECC application is a mobile application on android 

platform, for now, which enables citizens to report social, political, economic, civil and 

cultural human rights violations, anonymously if they so choose. 

ZPP also launched the #ResistReportRejectViolence (#RRRV2023) campaign which urges 

citizens to resist, report and reject violence ahead of the 2023 elections. The campaign is 

specifically designed as an early warning system of political violence with the view that 

relevant agents can adopt preventive measures.  The #RRRV2023 separates politically 

motivated human rights violations from all other forms of violations and using a highly 

sophisticated data analysis tool, ZPP maps the severity of the violations to give an indication 

of the political volatility of each province. 

8.0PROGRAMMES
& EVENTS

ASSISTANCE TO VICTIMS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
2322 victims of human rights violations were assisted through referrals to various

partners and service providers. These service partners include Counselling

Services Unit, Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, Zimbabwe Lawyers for

Human Rights, Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission, Justice for Children’s Trust,

Musasa Project among others.

Child rescue missions were conducted in Chiredzi, where community ambassadors

intervened to rescue young girls who had been forced into entering marriage

whilst below the age of 18. Seven girls were rescued during the year.

ZPP assisted 240 families in Maganga, Marondera with non-food and food items.

The families were evicted by Hunyani Timbers following a long-standing dispute

between the company and the villagers.
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8.0PROGRAMMES
& EVENTS

ADVOCACY & NETWORKING
During the year, ZPP monitored and documented 2468 civil, political, and socio-

economic human rights violations throughout Zimbabwe, which were reported in the 

12 Monthly Monitoring Reports produced. In addition to the MMRs, 3 COVID-19 

Accountability Tracker reports were produced to check progress of government 

COVID-19 interventions. The reports also acted as advocacy tools and the content was 

picked up by a number of media houses such as Newsday, New Zimbabwe, The 

Standard, and The Independent. ZPP had more than 30 media mentions per month 

during the year. 

Five newsletters which highlighted community-based stories within the communities 

were produced, for communities in the areas where ZPP operates: Binga, Mutoko, 

Chiredzi, Mutasa and Matobo. Some hard copies were distributed to the communities 

during community outreach programs and some were shared with citizens through 

our social media platforms including Twitter, Facebook and WhatsApp.  

ZPP produced 4 advocacy reports during the year.  A report on the right to food titled 

"The Politics of Food: A Contextual Analysis of the Distribution of Food Aid in 

Zimbabwe", jointly produced with the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum (The 

Politics of Food Report). The second one titled "The impact of COVID-19 on Socio-

Economic Rights in Zimbabwe”. A policy brief titled "Social Inclusion and the 

Promotion of the Human Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Zimbabwe" (Social 

Inclusion Policy Brief 2021). The fourth document was a position paper titled: "Cursed 

with Statelessness: Consequences of Deprivation of National Identification 

Documents"

Engagements were held with 2 parliamentary portfolio committees; the Parliamentary 

Portfolio Committee on Transport where the policy brief on the Inclusion and 

Promotion of PWD rights in Zimbabwe was presented and challenges faced by persons 

with disability in accessing public transport were discussed. The engagement with the 

Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on Defence, Home Affairs and Security Services 

offered ZPP the opportunity to present its position paper on statelessness and 

deliberate on the challenges, citizens face in accessing national identity documents, 

particularly birth certificates for children of irregular migrants. 

The Civil Society Collaboration Platform (CSCP) was established, where ZPP together 

with the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum convened meetings aimed at protecting 

and monitoring civic space with the use of both grass roots and national advocacy 

strategies, focusing on emerging human rights concerns and advocacy on the PVO 

Amendment Bill. The organisations included Civic Education Network Trust, Lupane

Youth Development Trust, Masvingo Centre for Research and Development (MACRAD 

Trust), Mutasa Youth Forum, Female Prisoners Support Trust, Mutare Residents and 

Ratepayers Association, Zimbabwe Association of Community Radio Stations 

(ZACRAS), Bulawayo Progressive Residents Association, Zimbabwe Coalition on Debt 

and Development, Deaf Zimbabwe Trust, Women’s Coalition of Zimbabwe, Youth 

Empowerment and Transformation Trust and Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions 

among others.
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KEY HUMAN RIGHTS COMMEMORATIONS
Key international human rights days were commemorated including the International Day 

for Victims of Enforced Disappearances through a webinar held on (30 August) where a 

representative from the United Nations Working Group on Involuntary and Enforced 

Disappearances, Aua Balde gave the keynote address; the International Day of Peace (21 

September) which ZPP commemorated with communities in Mutoko; the 16 days of activism 

against Gender Based Violence and the International Human Rights Day (10 December) 

where a webinar was hosted and had the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR) represented by the Chief of the East and Southern Africa Section, 

Adwoa Kufuor-Owusu as keynote speaker . 

8.0PROGRAMMES
& EVENTS

CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT
ZPP trained 315 human rights monitors from across the country to monitor and document

human rights violations in the communities in which they live.

The topics included information gathering, verification and triangulation as well as

photography and the use of online platforms to disseminate information.

110 community ambassadors were trained on human rights advocacy in Binga, Chiredzi,

Mutasa, Mutoko and Matobo to foster peace and community cohesion in their communities.

ZPP Media and Communications Officer attended an IRI workshop on disinformation

http://www.twitter.com/zppinfo
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@ZPPINFO GRAND MEDIA WORK

The ZPP Information Department contributed to the work of the organization through its 

implementation of robust media and social media strategies, through which the organisation

amplified its visibility online and offline. 

ZPP boosted its multimedia content through the production of video, and audio content in 

the form of short documentaries and featured videos. For the Monthly Monitoring Report, 

ZPP continued to produce the videographic explainer.

ZPP continued with THE! VODCAST, a digital broadcast that revolutionised the organisation’s

visibility and digital footprint.

Derived from the name, Vodcast, it is a video cast consisting of audios, and videos and 

distributed on all online platforms.

In addition, THE! VODCAST as a brand, is now closely associated with the work of ZPP and as 

such, all the audio and visual productions carry THE! VODCAST emblem on them.

There was a deliberate action to increase ZPP’s visibility on social media and Twitter did very 

well such that between January 2021 and December 2021, the Twitter following rose from 

13k to 15.6k while the impressions totalled well over eight million.
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SUCCESS STORIES
There were various community peace building initiatives that were held in Chiredzi and 

Mutasa districts. There are continuous engagements that are aimed at capacitating the 

communities that the organization works with in various human rights-based approaches, 

like being aware of their human rights as enshrined in the constitution, being resilient as 

well as having the courage to stand up for themselves and hold community leaders 

accountable where possible. The Chiredzi, ward 7 community also continued working on the 

goat keeping project, which was moving at a slow pace but notable successes were recorded. 

Awards
The ZPP National Director, Ms Jestina Mukoko was nominated as one of the 50 Influential 

Women in Zimbabwe by the Institute for Corporate Directors in Zimbabwe (ICDZ).  She was 

also nominated by the Community Social Responsibility (CSR) for an award in the Funmilayo 

Ransome-Kuti Human Rights Award (Individual) category of the 2021 Community 

Engagement and Human Rights (CAHR) Awards. 

ZPP was nominated by CSR for an award in the Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti Human Rights 

Award (Company) category of the 2021 Community Engagement and Human Rights (CAHR) 

Awards. The CAHR Awards – an initiative of CSR-in-Action in partnership with Global Rights 

Nigeria and Zenera Consulting – seek to recognise and appreciate individuals and companies 

whose performance in the areas of community engagement and human rights have been 

outstanding. They also aim to encourage businesses to take steps to correct the anomalies of 

engagement within communities, primarily extractive communities, by acknowledging and 

appreciating best performing companies.

Engagement with Independent Commissions 
ZPP continued to engage and include independent commissions, mostly the National Peace 

and Reconciliation Commission, the Zimbabwe Gender Commission and the Zimbabwe 

Human Rights Commission and these were part of most of ZPP’s events and were able to 

articulate their mandate, role and position on various human rights and peace-building 

initiatives being undertaken by the ZPP. 

Staff News 
The ZPP team was joined by a new Media Communications Assistant  Netsai Mutemachani, 

and a new Finance and Administration Manager, Luxon Kalonga. The Database Officer, 

Thandolwenkosi Mahaja, was elevated to the position of Programmes Coordinator following 

the resignation of Michelle Biriwasha
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