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Between March and June 2021, the Zimbabwe
Peace Project documented 53 cases of unlawful
detention of citizens by the police and over 400
cases of harassment and intimidation, with the
chief perpetrators being the Zimbabwe Republic
Police (ZRP). These statistics can significantly
explain how the ruling party has continued to use
government security apparatus to clamp down on
civil rights and political activists., with the ultimate
aim to crush any dissent ahead of the 2023
elections.
In June, Justice Legal and Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ziyambi Ziyambi confirmed government’s
intention to continue using arrests as a tool to
crush dissent.
In an interview with South African broadcaster,
eNCA, Ziyambi said.
“These so-called opposition people or activists,
they break the rules, the police will arrest…they
must obey our laws and if they do that, we will
forever co-exist in a peaceful manner,” he said.
In other words, Ziyambi was threatening that if any
rules were broken, there would be ‘no peace’
President Emmerson Mnangagwa and his
administration promised a raft of reforms in 2017
after he successfully ousted the late and former
president Robert Mugabe in a military coup, but
nearly four years later, his rule has been
characterized by a brazen assault on human rights
and arrests and abduction of civil rights and
political activists.
The ZRP, which has conveniently played the role of
enabling the selective application of the law in
favour of the ruling party, has continued to outdo
itself in selectively applying the law.
The COVID-19 outbreak has come right in time for
the ZRP to conveniently bar any opposition
political and civil society activities, while at the
same time, allowing Zanu PF political activities to
take place.
For example, on 22 May 2021, police from the
Internal Security Intelligence approached MDC
Alliance officials intending to conduct a cleanup in
some parts of Harare and ordered the exercise to
stop.
In the same month, police arrested opposition
politician Jacob Ngarivhume as he conducted a
clean-up exercise in Mbare.
In all the opposition activities that police banned,
they claimed they were following COVID-19
protocol orders.
In the same month, Zanu PF officials were
reportedly forcing teachers to attend rallies in
Mutoko.
This was in addition to the party’s acceleration of
its restructuring exercise, where officials in districts
and wards were reportedly gathering people to
participate in the formation of the party’s local
structures, known as cell groups.

In addition to the police using selective methods,
some Zanu PF officials were let off the hook
despite having taken part in the harassment,
intimidation and assault of opposition activists.
One example is in Kadoma, where Zanu PF activists
allegedly assaulted an opposition supporter who
had commented on the country’s economic
meltdown. The victim, who suffered a damaged ear
drum during the assault, made a report to the
police, but no arrests were made.
In Chegutu, an MDC Alliance Secretary in
Mashonaland West, Tawanda Bvuma escaped an
abduction attempt after two off-road vehicles
blocked his vehicle and he had to flee on foot.
The assailants are believed to be state agents
working with the ruling Zanu PF to intimidate
opposition activists ahead of the 2023 elections.
Only in July, police failed to disperse a gathering of
thousands of Johane Marange Apostolic Sect
members gathered in Bocha for their annual
pilgrimage.
The Sect leaders have publicly vowed their
allegiance to Zanu PF and have continued to
‘order’ their members to vote for the ruling party.
President Mnangagwa as well as his predecessor
the late Robert Mugabe visited the shrine
religiously each year.
Generally, the prevailing situation points to a
collusion between the law enforcement agents and
the ruling party, a trend that is likely to play a
central role in defining the course of electoral
campaigns ahead of 2023.
Already, police have had a clear, long-standing
record of arbitrarily arresting any individuals who
dare oppose government and it appears this is not
about to change, if not, it is likely to get worse
considering the fact that the independence of the
judiciary has been whittled down in the past year.
Through a constitutional amendment, President
Mnangagwa gave himself unfettered powers to
appoint senior judges without them going through
a public interview process.
President Mnangagwa also reappointed Luke
Malaba as Chief Justice despite the fact that he had
reached the ceiling age of 70. The court process to
determine if he will continue are still in process,
but what has so far happened show that there is a
concerted effort to ensure that the judiciary serves
the interests of the President and subsequently the
ruling party.
This, together with the police’s partisan approach,
will seal the fate, not just for the opposition
political players, but for the civil rights activists,
who have been labelled as sellouts and terrorists
by President Mnangagwa himself.
In his own words in July, Mnangagwa said,
“detractors, sellouts and their families must forever
be silenced.” Disturbing



IN May 2021, President Mnangagwa
handed over 18 double cab trucks to
chiefs at a ceremony held at a hotel in
Harare.
Each truck costs not less than US$35,000.
The news came at the same time it was
revealed that the country’s largest city of
Bulawayo only had six police vehicles
covering a population of 650,000.
Over the past year, government has spent
millions of dollars for top military chiefs’
vehicles and recently it was announced
that President Mnangagwa was in the
process of purchasing a new helicopter for
US$18 million, presumably ahead of the
2023 election campaign.
In July last year government purchased
dozens of cars including Range Rovers
and Toyota pick-up trucks worth more
than $40,000, each and were distributed to
ambassadors and senior civil servants.
In June last year, government splurged
millions of dollars on top-of-the-range
vehicles, which include Toyota Hilux and
Land Cruisers, for senior military officials
and lieutenant-colonels. Colonels and
brigadier-generals were among officers
who benefitted from the vehicle
acquisition.
Last year, government also spent millions
to purchase top-of-the-range vehicles for
nearly 50 ambassadors posted across the
globe at a time when the State was failing
to pay agitated civil servants a living wage.

They prioritise buying 
themselves high end vehicles 

while the general service 
vehicles are grounded.

RUWA RESIDENT

“

Ironically, all the senior
government officials in all the
ministries drive top of the range
vehicles. But when it comes to
service vehicles that which are
supposed to go out into the
field, ministries always struggle
to have even a single truck per
district.
Examples of these include the
critical ministries of Health and
Education, the Zimbabwe
Republic Police and the
Department of Social Welfare.
In the health ministry, the
majority of ambulances are
donated by local and

international non-governmental
organisations, yet the top
health ministry officials have
high-end vehicles bought for
them by government.
This, in many ways shows a
trend, where government has
proved that its priorities are in
more ways, not about the
general citizens. One might ask
for whose benefit is spending
millions of dollars on luxury
items and monuments when the
nation is in a situation where
basic social service delivery is
dead?



A report written by the private consultancy Africa Risk
Consulting (ARC) has reignited conversations about the capture
of Zimbabwe’s economy by cartels and politicians.
The nearly 50-page report, titled Zimbabwe Political Economy
Stakeholder Map, was published in March 2021, and has
featured in many local and international media houses,
including the South African Daily Maverick, which first broke the
story.
ARC is a reputable company with operations in many African
countries that provides business intelligence informing the
investment community.
The ARC report says “Zimbabwe is rapidly moving toward a
Russian-style oligarchical system. It’s becoming a regional hub
for laundering illicit wealth that is fueling violent conflict” and
adds that by publishing its findings, it is doing so in the public
interest because “this system of governance hasn’t yet been
consolidated”.
The report notes that “the world is rapidly connecting the dots
between the decline of democracy and rise of authoritarianism,
kleptocracy, and corrupt transnational networks. The
international community is increasingly aware of how these
links manifest in Zimbabwe to the detriment of its people.”
Its “stakeholder map” is drawn under three headings:
• Business acolytes;
• Ruling political elite; and
• Military and security elite.
Under each heading, it provides names, political connections
and economic and business interests. The top nine listed under
“business acolytes” are Kudakwashe Tagwirei; Nic Van
Hoogstraten; Billy Rautenbach; the late John Bredenkamp;
Zunaid Moti; Tafadzwa Musarara; Kamlesh Pattni; the Macmillan
family and Simon Rudland.
When it comes to “the ruling political elite” the ARC list is
headed by President Emmerson Mnangagwa whose personal
fortune it says is “estimated at $500-million” with “substantive
stakes in at least four national banks, several gold mines and
equity interests in transport and agribusiness companies,”
although represented by third parties.
Mnangagwa’s wealth contrasts grotesquely with an annual per
capita income in Zimbabwe of approx $1,400 (estimated by the
World Bank in 2019). A June 2021 Economic Update on
Zimbabwe by the World Bank estimates that 6.6 million people
are living in extreme poverty.
Vice President Constantino Chiwenga is second on the list and
interestingly, Finance Minister Mthuli Ncube features third. He is
described as someone whose “promise of an ‘ambitious anti-
corruption strategy’ rang hollow to finance officials. Finance
officials in Washington (US) claim that Ncube was given the
political cover to promise a crackdown on grand corruption at
the heart of the government to get much-needed money into
Zimbabwe.”
The Reserve Bank Governor follows hot on his heels.
The report ends with an incomplete analysis of Zimbabwe’s
“military and security elite”, in particular the Joint Operation
Centre (JOC), a body which it says includes officials from the
military, police and civil service and is “the ultimate decision
making power within ZANU-PF.”
The publishing of the report was followed by reports that rough

diamonds worth an estimated US$140 million dollars and
weighing 350 000 carats, had disappeared from the Minerals
Marketing Corporation of Zimbabwe (MMCZ) and Zimbabwe
Consolidated Diamond Company (ZCDC) repositories.

What does this mean?
The report is very significant in explaining the poverty amidst
wealth situation that Zimbabwe is in and helps shed light on
the priorities of the current leadership.
It is clear that Zimbabwe is a country that is full of natural
wealth in the form of minerals and land, but this has not been
properly administered to benefit the ordinary man and woman.
Instead, the ruling elite, which is charged with the mandate of
uplifting the standards of living for every Zimbabwean, has
used this natural wealth to run uncouth business practices that
only benefit a few, and make life worse for the average
Zimbabwean who is trying to earn an honest living.
There is no doubt that Zimbabwe’s social service sectors have
suffered decades of neglect and there has been no meaningful
investment in these sectors, which are central in the uplifting of
the lives of Zimbabweans.
For example, in decades, government has not invested any of
Treasury funds in building either a major hospital, or
infrastructure to support the rising demand for clean, potable
and safe water.
Any such works have been done with support from other
countries of international financial institutions, and these have
happened under what financial analysts have termed, opaque
and predatory financial terms.
Government social welfare institutions are virtually
incapacitated and the education sector is choking from
shortages of basic materials with parents having to fund nearly
all of their school children’s needs.
Urban infrastructure has continued to deteriorate while rural
outposts have reeled back into the Stone Age.
Civil servants continue to earn poor salaries while hospitals do
not have basic medication and equipment and there is no
deliberate government policy and effort to support people who
suffer from chronic diseases, with many having to rely on
international donor support.
The country’s general infrastructure is old and dying, and this is
the indirect result of the capture of state institutions by the top
ruling elite, who have diverted from their mandate to becoming
predators who suck the blood out of the country’s wealth.
The continuation of the situation can only worsen the lives of
Zimbabweans and this calls on those implicated in the ARC
report to go back to the drawing board and get a clear
understanding that they are where they are to serve every
Zimbabwean, and not to loot the country’s wealth for personal
gain.
What is even more disconcerting in an environment of despair
and deterioration of living standards is that no one thinks
Zimbabweans deserve a response to these reports that have
been publicized since the beginning of 2021.
Government officials and elected officials owe it to the
electorate to explain what these reports mean. They have to be
account to the citizenry who have trusted them with wealth and
resources of this country.
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A quiet, fine afternoon at Gazaland home industry in
Highfields is disturbed by commotion as dozens of the
informal traders here scurry to put away their wares.
This is not one of the usual raids by the Harare City
municipal police.
Truckloads of police officers, some of them armed
with guns have descended on the area to enforce the
demolition of informal trading spaces.
A council bulldozer and two council vehicles are in
tow.
Within minutes the bulldozer, which ironically is
supposed to do construction work, begins razing the
cabins to shells.
Any attempt to resist is met with the most brutal force.
And so, over a hundred informal traders watch
helplessly as their garages, tuckshops, and metal and
wood workshops, get destroyed.
Many had not managed to remove their valuables.
This is not the only incident.
In Harare, demolitions started in most of the low class
suburbs.
Council officials, backed by troops of armed police
officers demolished houses and informal trading
spaces in Epworth, Waterfalls, Highfields, Mbare,
Budiriro, Glen View and other areas.
Despite Chitungwiza Residents Trust (Chitrest)
obtaining a Court order to stop demolitions, the
Harare City Council continued with demolitions in
Mbare.
ZPP estimates that over 2500 people were affected by

the demolition of houses and tens of thousands of
informal traders were affected when their operating
spaces were destroyed.
Women dominate the number of people in the
informal sector and the demolition of their operating
space gravely affects the levels of economic
empowerment of women.
In addition, women make the majority of the primary
care givers, and when their operating space and
houses are demolished, they are left with no other
means with which to fend for the family.
Homelessness affects every facet of women and
children's lives. The experience of homelessness
impedes their emotional, social and behavioural
development.
The current spate of demolitions and evictions, which
are not happening for the first time, prove that there is
no clear policy direction in government because a
number of the structures and houses that are
demolished are not entirely illegal.
Through political patronage, Zanu PF officials have
overridden the role of councils and allocated stands
without the full involvement of city authorities. This
has often resulted in houses being built on land
already allocated to others, or on wetlands and other
unsuitable locations.
In some cases, corrupt council officials have allocated
stands illegally and people have been given the green
light to construct operating spaces in undesignated
areas.

Human rights watchdog, the Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP), has
launched a mobile application that enables Zimbabweans to report
human rights violations in real time from anywhere in the country.

Named, SPECC, the app is freely available on the Google Play
platform and can be downloaded to any phone that is on Android.

With SPECC, a user can report social, political, economic, civil and
cultural rights violations to ZPP, whose work for the past 20 years,
has been centred on monitoring and documenting human rights in
Zimbabwe.

According the ZPP, the app has been developed to help citizens
report ‘unjust treatment and infringement of human rights you may
be witnessing or experiencing. Your report will remain anonymous
unless you choose to provide your phone number for a human
rights defender to get in touch.”

In just six steps, one can enter details of the victims and
perpetrators and add the location and an explanation of what
would have transpired before immediately submitting it.

With the 2023 electoral campaign activities having already started,
as noted in the ZPP Monthly Monitoring Report of May 2021, the
political environment is likely to heat up, with human rights
violations expected to rise, and SPECC will be handy in exposing the
violations.

In addition, SPECC can also be useful for citizens to report the
violation of their socio-economic rights that include failure to access
the right to water, education and healthcare.

Citizens can also report any forms of discrimination, intimidation or
harassment that may have happened to them.

ZPP launches whistleblower mobile app



Dear Sis Jessy
With regards to demolitions especially of houses where people used to stay what will happen to people who lost their
dwellings?

Thank you for the question. First of all, demolitions of shelter should be done only as a last resort and with measures being taken
to ensure the affected have alternative safe accommodation. This is because shelter is a basic human right and demolitions affect
the vulnerable groups like women, children and persons with disability the most.
We always urge government to uphold constitutional principles in practice and decision-making, especially in situations that leave
people vulnerable.
The unilateral decisions being made by the government on behalf of the local authorities is a cause for concern, especially
considering that we have a constitution that clearly provides for the power of local authorities to make decisions on their own
initiative.
Government should stick to its oversight role and just make recommendations to local authorities, who then have the mandate to
engage with citizens. Extreme interventions like demolitions should always be the last option after all engagement avenues have
been explored.

Dear Sis Jessy
In rural communities where people have to walk long distances with the curfew in place some people are finding it
difficult to get vaccinated and want the vaccinations to be mobile so that they can be vaccinated close to their areas

Health is a fundamental right that is enshrined in the Constitution of Zimbabwe’s Section 77 and accessing health services is an
essential process that should be allowed to happen at any time of the day.
We have continued to urge government to localize and systemize vaccination so that everyone is able to access the services in a
safe way. We urge you to also speak to your local leaders to communicate the gaps to central government so that you get services
close to your locality.

Dear Sis Jessy
In a village situation the herd man is for the ruling party and some villagers are for the opposition party. The herd man
always refer to the opposition members in the village as "mabandupandu". This is some sort of labelling. This always
creates friction between the opposition members and the herd man. How can this scenario be rectified.
Thank you for making this report. The Constitution of Zimbabwe makes it clear that traditional leaders are not supposed to belong
any political party and neither should they to act in a partisan manner as they represent everyone. As ZPP, we will follow up and
document your case and further communicate to the Chiefs Council about the need for traditional leaders to be apolitical as we
have noted that this is prevalant in many rural areas.
We also urge you to use the local initiatives such as petitioning the village head in question to treat everyone equally.


