Is this a precursor to 2023?
+PLUS Food insecurity chokes millions in Zimbabwe
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IMAGE OF
THE MONTH

A WOMN WALKS TOWARDS GLENDALE CENTRE IN
MASHONALAND CENTRAL AS POLICE MOUNT A
ROADBLOCK AS PART OF THE COVID-19 MOVEMENT
RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED BY GOVERNMENT. THE
RESTRICTIONS HAVE RESULTED IN AN ACUTE
PUBLIC TRANSPORT CRISIS

Parirenyatwa Group of Hospitals is the largest medical institution in
Zimbabwe and its main hospital – a complex maze of charcoal grey
buildings built before Zimbabwe’s independence in 1980 - is located
a few kilometres shy of Harare’s city centre, a distance that is
walkable for many.
Upon entering the foyer in the casualty department, the first
noticeable thing is the large number of people.
Dozens sit on the rows of the benches to the left while many others
are either milling around or sitting all over the place, while others
stand in the reception area, sorting out administrative issues with the
medical personnel.
A nurse checks blood pressure and temperature of the incoming
patients on one part of the foyer.
There is a strong sense of hopelessness, despair and the fatigue on
the many faces is too much to be ignored.
Today, I am here to join family members who have come to process
the paperwork for the burial of my auntie who died a day after being
admitted to the COVID-19 section of the hospital.
We are headed towards the police post within the hospital complex
and on the way is the entrance to the mortuary. The strong,
traumatising stench in that area suggests poor ventilation and
improper handling of the morgue.
As we reach the police post, I notice hordes of people waiting
outside, waiting to collect burial orders for their dead relatives.
In Zimbabwe, a burial order is a document approving the burial of a
deceased person, and it often has the authorization of a doctor,
pathologist, the police and next of kin.
Inside the police post, are two officers and a pathologist, all sitting
on chairs, processing papers.
There is no doubt the three are going beyond their limits to deal with
the dozens of people eagerly waiting outside.
We submit my aunt’s papers and the police officer politely tells us
that since she was in the COVID-19 ward, she will not get a post
mortem.
“ But when she was admitted, she had received negative results from
the two tests conducted at a private hospital and when we came
here, she never got tested for COVID-19, so what leads to that
conclusion?” we enquire.

The pathologist weighs in.
“All bodies that come from the COVID-19 ward do not get post
mortems,” he says.
Later on, we discover that anyone who is admitted to the hospital
exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19, be it a fever or breathing
complications, they are bundled to the COVID-19 ward even before
they are tested, and there, they are condemned with no access to any
life-saving medication.
As we waited for about an hour for our papers to be processed, over
five people came in to submit papers of their relatives who had died
of COVID-19- related complications.
When all was done, we collected our papers and all we know, without
any conclusive evidence, is that our aunt died of ‘COVID-19- related
complications’, and that is because she never tested positive, neither
was she tested posthumously.
In the end, my aunt becomes one of the statistics of COVID-19, and
still we are never sure of the cause of her death, and she joins the
many Zimbabweans whose deaths are not being fully accounted for
as government continues to keep a tight lid on how it is dealing with
contact tracing, testing of the deceased and their relatives, among
other procedures necessary to deal with COVID-19
The story of the death of my auntie speaks a great deal to how a lot
of corners are being cut to cover up for government’s failure to deal
with COVID-19.
In addition, it exposes government’s disjointed approach to the
pandemic, and whereas other countries such as South Africa have
already secured vaccines, the Zimbabwean government is still
appealing for funding and donations.
It goes beyond COVID-19
It must be noted that while COVID-19 is the major focus right now,
several months later when it set in and ravaged countries globally in
2020 other healthcare needs, such as medication for chronic diseases,
sexual and reproductive health services, among others, remain
inaccessible to the ordinary people.
Local clinics are charging a prohibitive US$5 consultation fee in some
cases.

The Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) has reiterated its call for genuine security
sector reforms following the recent upsurge of arrests and detention of
dissenting voices.
In its monthly monitoring report for the month of February, the human
rights pressure group says the conduct of security services has a bearing on
the country's politics.
"The conduct of the security services has a bearing on the political, social
and economic state of the country and government should therefore take
necessary measures to ensure that the security sector is reformed to be an
apolitical, professional and people-centred institution. This is because the
human rights violations that ZPP has continued to record in the past year, all
point to the members of the state security as the major perpetrators of
human rights violations," noted ZPP.
The pressure group urged the Government to deal with disparities in rural
areas by assigning distribution of aid to professionals in the civil service.
"Government should also act to deal with the inequalities in communities especially rural areas- where some services and processes like the
distribution of aid, are politicised, and where political party activists control
such processes, which should be left in the hands of professional
government services.
"Zimbabweans are, in essence, under attack from their own government. In
light of the sustained attack on civil society players, political party activists
and any perceived government and ruling party opponents, there is an
urgent need to mobilise critical democratic forces for joint actions to compel
the government of Zimbabwe to return to constitutionalism, democracy and
security sector reforms.
Government should implement the Constitution to its fullest and that
includes Section 210, which stipulates that there must be an Act of
Parliament to provide an effective and independent mechanism for receiving
and investigating complaints from members of the public about misconduct
on the part of members of the security services, and for remedying any harm
caused by such misconduct. This act is long overdue as it will provide room
for the thousands of Zimbabweans whose rights have been violated with
impunity by state security agents," said the group.
According to the report The Zimbabwe National Army (ZNA), contributed to
12.12 percent of perpetrators in February 2021, and they come second after
the Zimbabwe Republic Police (ZRP), who contributed 59.66 percent.

A STUDY has shown that despite government’s efforts
to put in place several food and nutrition policies,
setting up institutional frameworks to facilitate food
and nutrition security, food self-sufficiency remains
elusive for millions in Zimbabwe.
Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) and Zimbabwe Human
Rights NGO Forum who produced the reports,
recommended for civil society to advocate legislation
which criminalises infringements on the right to food so
that perpetrators could either be prosecuted or sued
for damages in their personal capacity as well as their
institutions.
The report titled ‘The Politics of Food: A Contextual
Analysis of the Distribution of Food Aid in Zimbabwe”
said it was a paradox that the same government
making
significant
financial
and
institutional
investments into agricultural production was also being
accused of enabling the politicisation of food aid.
“Nonetheless, there are opportunities for reforming the
food aid distribution system and ensuring that said
processes are transparent, participatory, nondiscriminatory, democratic and anchored in human
rights,” study results reveal.
“The policies and frameworks are already in place and
what is needed is adherence, compliance and
enforcement at all levels.”
The study has also shown that the right to food cannot
be viewed in isolation as the realisation of that right
was dependent on a broad range of socioeconomic and
political factors.
“The right to food is equally tied to other civil and
political rights such as the right to free political
association, freedom of expression, the right to vote for
a political party or candidate of one’s choice,” it said.

In March, a number of human rights watchdogs
including the Zimbabwe Peace Project, Zimbabwe
Human Rights NGO Forum, and Amnesty International
have called for the safe return of missing journalist Itai
Dzamara.
Itai Dzamara was allegedly abducted by suspected state
security agents in 2015 after a series of antigovernment protests in Harare.
The international community and human rights
organisations have since then pressuring the
government to ensure the safe return of Itai Dzamara.

“

I’m still very traumatised; l
want to know what happened
to my husband…every day l
think about him.I carry a lot of
hurt and pain in my heart. I
want answers and no one is
giving me any.
ITAI DZAMARA’S WIFE,
SHEFFRA

“It is therefore key for rights-focused Civil Society
Organisations and humanitarian NGOs to work closely
together to ensure that the right to food is protected
and guaranteed across the board.”
The two organisations have recommended that rightsbased CSOs should work closely with humanitarian
NGOs to advocate for reforms of the food aid
distribution matrix.
“Particularly emphasizing the need to adhere to set
standards and principles on the non-politicisation and
non-discrimination of food aid distribution,” says the
report.
“Civil society should intensify its advocacy efforts in
relation to the depoliticisation of traditional leadership
institutions so that they do not continue to infringe on
the right to food.
“Civil society should advocate for the depoliticization of
rural administration so that development programmes
in rural areas, which include food aid distribution and
farming input support, are not captured by the partisan
interests of a single political party.
“Civil society should monitor, support and strengthen
the work of rural development institutions such as
VIDCOs, WADCOs, WDDRC, Food Distribution
Committees, RDDC, DDRCs so that development
interventions are non-discriminatory and non-partisan.”
The report further said civil society should demand the
desecuritization of rural administration towards
dismantling structures of violence and intimidation,
demobilize militias and groups involved in political
violence and intimidation, and removing state security
agents from influencing rural administration along
partisan lines.

Police, army terror:
A precursor to 2023?
On 17 February 2021, State security agents arrested opposition and
pro-democracy campaigner Makomborero Haruzivishe mafia style.
An unarmed Haruzivishe was ambushed by heavily armed men
using two unmarked vehicles and in their attempt to subdue him,
they fired gunshots, putting in danger, not only the life of
Haruzivishe, but of the general public.
For being the face of anti-government protests and for
demonstrating against abductions, Haruzivishe was hunted down
like a hardcore criminal and the State’s resources and efforts spent
towards that shows the extent to which government can go to
suppress free expression.
This is not the first time the State security has gone all out in full
force to suppress the constitutionally guaranteed civil and political
rights.
According to the statistics gathered by the Zimbabwe Peace Project
(ZPP) the police and the army have consistently remained the major
perpetrators of human rights violations for over a year now.
(Insert infographic showing the pattern)
If at all, the use of State security agents to suppress dissent has
escalated since President Emmerson Mnangagwa took over power
in 2017 through a military coup that ousted the late Robert
Mugabe.
On August 1, 2018, two days after elections, soldiers shot at
protesters in Harare city centre leaving six dead and dozens injured.
It did not end there as in January 2019, over 17 people were killed
by the police and the army as Zimbabweans protested against fuel
price hikes.
For a year now, since the COVID-19 pandemic broke out, the police
and army have violated human rights in the name of enforcing the
lockdowns imposed to deal with the pandemic.
For those in the know of the human rights history of Zimbabwe, the
trend, which ZPP has recorded for the past two decades, is neither
coincidence nor unplanned.
It points to a systematic assault on the people’s freedoms such that
by the time elections come, the entire population will be living in
fear and cannot express themselves openly.

This is expressed by the mass and repeated arrests, abductions and
persecution of political and civil rights activists and journalists who
speak out against misgovernance.
As the ZPP, we strongly urge government to implement state
security reforms as recommended by the Mothlante Commission
that investigated the August 1, 2018 shootings, and in line with the
Constitution.
The police and the army should be educated on various local and
international human rights instruments such that their approach is
human rights centred.
Government should open up democratic space and allow citizens to
express themselves as espoused in the Constitution of Zimbabwe.
It is only in a society where citizens are free to express themselves
so that development, economic, political and social, takes places.
Government needs to adopt and accept criticism as constructive
and allow a free flow of ideas
Sidebar: State security unethical conduct a threat to human security
Unprofessional conduct by the state security has become one of
the biggest threats to enjoyment of human rights in Zimbabwe.
Apart from the proliferation of videos of state security agents –
mainly the police- exhibiting signs of being drunk while on duty,
there has been an increase in the way state security agents continue
to treat citizens in an unprofessional way and getting away with it.
For example, on 11 February an image of a woman arrested with
her children and standing in an outside cell went viral.
This was after police at Rhodesville police station had apprehended
and detained a woman with two minors for allegedly violating
lockdown regulations.
It was only after the image went viral that the police issued a
statement promising to investigate the matter. Nothing has been
heard of the investigation to date and like many other cases
involving the police this is likely to die in its tracks. The police owe
it to citizens they are mandated to protect

Dear Sis Jessy
Part of our communities in Mutasa still do not know much about the vaccine because of lack of communication, radios and network. There have
been plenty of rumours floating around about the vaccine and now we don’t know what’s true and what’s not. We don’t know even know where
to get vaccinated. In this case, is our right to access to information not guaranteed in the Constitution?
Sincerely, Worried Villager
Dear Rutendo,
Section 62 of the Constitution clearly states that ‘Every person, including the Zimbabwean media, has the right of access to any information
held by any person, including the State, in so far as the information is required for the exercise or protection of a right.’
It is regrettable that government, which has the primary responsibility to inform all citizens, has not fulfilled its mandate. Information has
been largely disseminated to urban areas, but has not been adequately shared in rural areas or been translated into all languages as it should
be. However, as a citizen, you have the right to access to information, and the right to petition government to give access to information to
everyone through the designated state media channels and other means. We will try and access information on vaccinations and ensure that it
is shared widely.
Dear Sis Jessy
I am a person with a disability and I want to raise concerns about the lack of suitable and accessible infrastructure and services in Zupco kombis
and buses for people like me. Most of the buses don’t have any wheelchair ramps and getting on the bus is always a struggle. I’m tired of feeling
like a nuisance and a burden.
Sincerely, Concerned Citizen
Dear Concerned Citizen,
First of all, you and other persons with disabilities are not and should never be a burden. In fact, the government is mandated to ensure that
the dignity and equal worth of each human being is protected. More importantly, Section 22 of the Constitution provides that all institutions
and agencies of the government at every level must recognise the rights of persons with physical or mental disabilities, particularly their right
to be treated with respect and dignity. ZPP advocates for substantive equality rather than formal equality when it comes to accessing services.
In the past ZPP has engaged with transport operators who seemed quite keen to move towards substantive equality by creating a situation
that allows persons with disabilities use public transport with ease. We however hope that these commitments will be delivered in the most
near future.
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