Disaster in
Zim’s illegal
gold mines
Inside the tunnels, death
lingers everywhere, but
the quest for gold & the
US dollar is irresistible
CLICK TO READ STORY ON PG2

An appeal for disability-friendly public transport system
CLICK TO READ STORY ON PAGE 3

+PLUS Government’s Pfumvudza inputs schemes turns out to be a partisan gig
CLICK TO READ STORY ON PAGE 4

IMAGE OF
THE MONTH

Residents of Warren Park D queue for water at a public
water point. Urban areas have continued to experience
crippling shortages of clean, safe and potable water. Pic
Credit. Ruvimbo Muchenje. Pindula

Ran Gold Mine, located on the edges of the mining town of Bindura
in Mashonaland Central, sits on hilly terrain visible from miles away.
Many parts of the mine have since been decommissioned, and
artisanal miners have invaded the space.
Using rudimentary equipment, the artisanal miners have defaced
what otherwise could have been a beautiful environment.
Upon entering the mining area, one is met with dozens of holes dug
out by artisanal miners.
So chaotic are the mining activities that some have shafts dug out
right in front of houses that form part of the mining compound, and
throughout the day, men, women and children can be seen crushing
stones with hammers.
“We take these stones to the mill, and from them we get a few
grammes of gold,” said one of the artisanal miners sitting on a heap
of pebbles that he had just prepared for the mill.
The chaos does not end there.
Right through the mining area, people, mostly young men in their
teens and early 20s, can be seen milling around.
Apart from the sound of stones, and the loud chatter associated with
such highly populated areas, the place exudes an unusual calmness
that is enhanced by the fine Bindura weather.
So calm that for those not in the know, it would be impossible to
figure out that the mine is a site of a disaster that is still unfolding
weeks after a group of miners disappeared.
More than 20 people are currently buried under one of the mine
shafts after it collapsed on November 25.
According to those interviewed by The Standard last week, the
number of people still trapped underground at Ran Mine remains
unknown.
“This shaft was very rich with gold and as such many people were just
getting in freely and when the mine collapsed, no one could have
been certain about the number of people, who were inside,” said one
of the artisanal miners.
The government, which has been blamed for not prioritising disaster
early warning systems and a shoddy response to the Ran Mine
disaster, has since stopped the rescue mission as the area around the
shaft continues to collapse due to the continuous heavy rains.
“The situation has gone worse because of the incessant rains and the
ground has become sensitive and it is collapsing,” said Local
Government minister July Moyo.
“Some of the families are here and we might move into the relief
situation.
“We must move into the relief approach, which includes psychosocial understanding of what has happened and work with the
families.”
As days drag on, and with the rescue and recovery mission on hold,
some family members, who had travelled from different parts of the
country to witness the process, have given up and returned home.
But for Tichaona Dekete’s mother, closure will only come when her
son is retrieved from the mine, dead or alive.
She has been coming to sit in the tents pitched near the disaster site
every day.
Accompanied by her sisters, the desperate mother hopes that
someday, the weather will recede and the rescue and recovery

process will resume.. So far, what exists is a wide trench and a hole
about five metres wide, and each time there is are heavy rains, the
hole swallows mounds of earth, reducing the chances of ever finding
the trapped miners alive.
“I do not see the urgency in getting my son and others out, and right
now, I do not know what to expect, but all I need is that even if they
are dead, I would give my son a decent burial,” said Dekete’s mother.
The disaster, which comes on the back of many other similar
incidents countrywide, has exposed government’s ineptitude in
dealing with the environmental, health and safety issues arising from
the disorganised proliferation of artisanal gold mining.
Early in November, six miners died after they had been trapped in a
shaft located at Matshetshe Mine in Esigodini, while another five
miners also died in September in a Chegutu mine shaft.
In February last year, 23 illegal miners died when interlinked shafts
and tunnels at two mines in Battlefields flooded and in May of the
same year nine miners died after they detonated explosives
underground and were trapped.
In Februrary this year, two miners died and two others were injured
after a tunnel at Globe and Phoenix Mine in Kwekwe collapsed and in
that same month, another two miners were killed after another shaft
collapse at Mosi Mine in Kwekwe.
In July, another two people died in Mbizo, Kwekwe, after an illegal
gold mine they were prospecting in collapsed on them.
Human Rights watchdog, the Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP), which
has consistently called on government to deal with the scourge of
uncontrolled and politicised mining activities, some of which have
ended in machete violence, loss of life and environmental damage,
visited the disaster site.
Jestina Mukoko, the ZPP director, believes that government has a
huge role to play in ending unnecessary loss of life.
“The right to life is sacrosanct and is guaranteed in the founding
values of the constitution and what we see in these mining activities
is a clear case of government neglect of basic safety, health and
environment requirements,” Mukoko said.
“Since it has become government policy to allow artisanal mining,
these activities should be controlled to ensure the safety of those
engaged in the mining activities and to protect the environment.
“Government should put in place measures to ensure that mines run
by small-scale miners have the basic safety provisions to avoid such
kind of disasters.
“Prospecting should also be controlled so that there is a clear map of
mining tunnels and escape routes so that we do not have such
disasters where trapped people will be buried under the mines.
“We also urge government to prioritise its management of the
disaster cycle, not just in the mining activities, but in all areas.”
So chaotic are the scenes at Ran Mine that a couple of metres from
the disaster site, some miners could be seen digging for gold.
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ZPP speaks with an illegal miner in Bindura.
He identifies himself as Thomas, and says theirs is a perpertual struggle for survival.
“Sometimes we go into the tunnels without getting permission from anyone and there we just get
our loot and each person gets the full payment from their proceeds,” Thomas said.
“In cases where we get into mine claims owned by others, they give us US$5.00 as prepayment
before we go into the tunnel.
“We then go down into the tunnel, armed with our digging tools and torches and where I work, I
am underground for a maximum of 48 hours.
“We take out our sacks of pebbles and process and mill them and we share the proceeds equally
with the claim owner.
“Sometimes there are disagreements and we may not get our money and one has to be extra
careful.
“The tunnels are very uncomfortable. Sometimes there is little space that one has to dig while
crouched.
“Opening up the tunnel can be dangerous as there is a risk of being crushed by the rocks from the
roof of the tunnel.
“On a good week, I get US$50, but sometimes we do not get anything, and at times I can go for
two months without getting anything.
“The money is never consistent.”
Asked if he was not afraid of dying, Thomas said:“I always feel it, but I have no choice.
“If I stay at home, I may not even be able to buy my own underclothes.
“To help me deal with the fear, I take a lot of marijuana when I go down into the tunnels.”
On politics, Thomas said: “We only know that this is about the ruling party and one just has to
have an allegiance to the party, either silently or openly.
“There is no room for any other political sides

It is 6 a.m in Glen Norah suburb, a low class urban
settlement in Harare and at one of the bus terminuses a
long queue as formed. Formal and informal workers are
waiting for the next public bus to the city centre. The public
bus, one of the many plying urban and rural routes under
the government’s scheme to provide subsidized public
transport.
The scheme involves buses owned by the government’s
Zimbabwe United Passenger Company (Zupco) and other
buses owned by private transporters, but have signed up for
the scheme.
The buses under the scheme have had numerous safety
issues, and there has been little improvement to the public
transport challenges.
In addition to this, a significant number of buses, as
observed by the ZPP, do not have disability friendly features,
leaving Persons with Disability on their own.
There is no deliberate policy to prioritise Persons with
Disability in the public transport system
As a result of this, ZPP conducted a dialogue on the Access
of Persons with Disability to the public transport system on
the International Human Rights Day on 10 December.
This was to make a case for Persons with Disability and to
advocate for their inclusion in the public transport policy.
Part of the dialogue were Persons with Disability,
government and civil society officials and below are some of
the issues raised.
Henry Chivhanga (Executive Director Disability
Amalgamation Community Trust)
We first have to look at how the transport system was
before COVID-19 in order to understand the perspective of
the situation that PWDs face in accessing transport. Before
COVID-19 there were no deliberate policies by government
towards access to transport by PWDs. This was a violation of
the right to movement as PWDs had to rely on pirate taxis
for their needs (going to work, physiotherapy due to the fact
that there wasn’t any public transport that was user friendly
to PWDs. Government has neglected to tackle the issue of
PWDs accessing transport services as 40 years after
Independence there is still no deliberate policy for the
protection of PWDs. COVID-19 has worsened the costs of
PWDs who wanted to attend physiotherapy as they had to
hire pirate taxis in order to access medical treatment. The
dignity of PWDs has also been eroded as strangers lift them
up so as for them to board the bus. The ZUPCO buses also
insist on the use of cash when many PWDs do not have
banks as they are mostly employed in the informal sector.
They are then forced to use pirate taxis who charge them
exorbitant prices. The UN argues that the population of
PWDs in the world is between 15-20% and in Zimbabwe
being in Sub-Saharan Africa has around 15% which
translates to around 2-13million people.
Joyce Matara (Advocacy Officer Jairos Jiri Association)
The issue of PWDs facing transport problems has always
been there and people have to understand that this issue is
for everyone. There is need for training of people so as to
minimise the prevalence of sexual harassment of PWDs
particularly women when accessing transport. There is need
for policy formulation regarding the transport sector so as
to address such problems.
Soneni Gwizi (Disability Activist)
ZUPCO Buses are not disability friendly and there is need to
import disability friendly buses with more space. There is
also need to educate bus operators on how to deal and

handle PWDs so that there is no improper touching and
losing of people’s dignity when strangers lift them of their
wheelchairs. PWDs are also supposed to be given first
priority in ranks so that they do not wait in the long ques.
Hon Memory Mbondiah (Parliament Portfolio
Committee on Transport and Infrastructure
development)
As parliament there are various measures such as policies
that have been proposed but the problem is lack of
implementation. On the 9th of September 2013, the
government rectified the United Nations Convention on the
rights of persons with disabilities which needs to be
urgently implemented to push the accessibility of transport
by PWDs. The government also introduced Statutory
Instrument 83 of 2020 which needs to be revisited by
parliament so as to include PWDs. There is need for the
government to import buses which are disability friendly
including sanitization procedures, social distancing and their
aids (walking sticks, wheelchairs e.tc). She also argued that
funding has been a major challenge in implementing these
policies. It was however argued by others that it is lack of
prioritization by the government as the strategic document
NDS1 has failed to outline the inclusion of PWDs which
makes it more difficult for implementing ministries and
departments.
Agnes Chindimba (Disability Rights Advocate Deaf
Women Included)
Article 9 of UNCPRD advocates for the inclusion, protection
and access of PWDs to social, political and economic
development including the right to access transportation.
COVID-19 has exposed the already existing problems faced
by PWDs in accessing transport. Most PWDs rely on vending
as their source of income and therefore lack of access to
transport means a disruption in their livelihoods and ability
to fend for their families. There has been no alternative
means of communication for PWDs in the transport sector
such as those who need sign language and visual
communication explaining to deaf people bus stops and bus
fares implying that communication is very exclusive for
those who are able bodied. There is need for the adoption
of disability inclusive strategic mechanisms so as to note
leave a portion of the population behind. There is also need
for dialogue so as to map ways of what we should do to
know that no one is left behind in development initiatives.
There is need to employ PWDs in companies so as to as to
get accustomed to their needs and concerns as an
affirmative action. There is a need for ZUPCO and other
companies in the transport industry to undertake disability
awareness training for them and their staff members in
order to improve their competence in working with the
disabled community.
Jestina Mukoko (National Director ZPP)
There are a lot of opportunities that we can take advantage
of, we already have the ranks and bus stops. There is only a
need to revamp and modify these infrastructures to become
disability friendly. There is need to keep pushing the
government particularly parliament to implement disability
friendly policies. It is important that we did this dialogue
whilst celebrating International Human Rights day and
realise that disability rights are human rights.

Government’s Pfumvudza
inputs schemes turns out to
be a partisan gig
GOVERNMENT’S input scheme, Pfumvudza has brought its own
package of rights violations in the country’s provinces with the
Zimbabwe Peace Project (ZPP) claiming the process was being
managed along partisan lines.
ZPP is a local NGO which documents politically motivated rights
violations and similarly, lobbies for justice.
In its November report on rights abuses in the country, the group
accused the State and Zanu PF of violating the national constitution
through openly partisan distribution of the government sourced
inputs.
Topping the list of human rights violations in November is
Masvingo province with 43 cases, followed by Mashonaland West
(36) and Mashonaland Central at 34.
“There was a continuation of partisan distribution of agricultural
inputs under the government’s Pfumvudza input scheme, biased
hand-out of food aid from the government’s social welfare
department as well as the open bias in court processes and the
escalation of the stifling of alternative voices, in politics, media and

civil society and other spaces,” ZPP said.
“Masvingo, Mashonaland Central and Mashonaland West provinces
had the highest number of recorded cases of human rights
violations attributed to the partisan distribution of inputs under the
government’s Pfumvudza scheme.
“Across the country, as recorded by ZPP, villagers, for the second
month in a row, spoke of a deliberate and systematic process of
sidelining perceived or real supporters of opposition political
parties from benefitting from a government scheme that is
supposed to benefit everyone regardless of their political
affiliation.”
ZPP went on to say the conflation of the ruling party and the State
compounded by impunity, which has been in existence since the
Robert Mugabe era, has continued to hound President Emmerson
Mnangagwa’s tenure, with ruling party officials and activists
hijacking government programmes without facing any
consequence.. Story originally published by NewZimbabe.com

Dear Sis Jessy

Here in Norton, we are having serious water challenges and with the onset of the rain season, we have a genuine fear that this is
going to result in a cholera outbreak. What steps can we take to hold our council and government to account? Nomatter
Dear Nomatter,
am sorry about your experiences. It is unfortunate that it is not only in Norton where residents are not getting clean, safe and potable water.
ZPP has established that across the country, urban and rural communities are not accessing clean water as enshrined in Section 77 of the
Constitution of Zimbabwe, which gives government the obligation to provide safe, clean and potable water. As ZPP, we continue to join
other pro-human rights organisations to advocate for the realization of the right to water. We also urge you to approach your local council
to demand that they provide water as this is your right.

Dear Sis Jessy

Is it the right of a police officer to beat up a suspect. Last week, a brother of mine was arrested for not wearing a mask inn Harare
CBD and the police officers took turns to beat him up because he did not have the money to pay the fine. Was that right?
The police have no right to beat up any suspect. According to the constitution, the police are supposed to arrest as suspect and take them
through the procedures of arrest and detention and where the offence is fineable, the suspect, if they admit they are guilty, can pay a fine
and be released. However, if they contest the fine, they have a right to be taken to court. In the case of your brother, he needs to approach
any police station, or the Police General Headquarters in Harare and file a complaint against the police officers. We also urge him to get
medical attention and this will act as a record in his case against the police officers If you feel a police officer has not treated you lawfully,
you can get in touch on our hotlines +263774884317/306 and we can assist you to get legal aid through our partner organizations
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