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At Siansundu, the boreholes only 
release water after sunset 
leaving many to spend the 
better part of the nights at the 
few available water points.

MASK UP: A member of the Chikhovo 

community in Chiredzi makes a contribution 

during a community dialogue hosted by ZPP 

in the area. The community here highlighted 

partisan aid distribution as an impediment 

to sustainable peace

https://twitter.com/i/status/1293624637071466496
https://t.co/bpcysXzTpI?amp=1


It is 8am and a couple of hours after sunrise.
For the folk here in Binga, it is the beginning of yet another
sweltering October day.
Just like in every part of Zimbabwe, October has the hottest days,
and in Binga, a district that lies on the edges of the Zambezi
Valley, the temperatures are significantly much higher, making life
more difficult for the locals, who mostly survive on carving,
fishing, pottery and very little subsistence farming.
The rivers, most of which spill into the nearby Lake Kariba, run dry,
and with the area being largely rural, the only available water
sources — boreholes — begin to give less and less water.
For example, at Siansundu, the boreholes only release water after
sunset, leaving many to spend the better part of the nights at the
few available water points.
In May, human rights watchdog, the Zimbabwe Peace Project
(ZPP), in a survey report, noted that Binga, despite its proximity to
the Zambezi River, had chronic water shortages, due to
inadequate infrastructure.
Prince Dubeko Sibanda, the then legislator for the area, said the
setting-up of infrastructure for the provision of water was the
government’s responsibility.
“The (Ian) Smith regime promised Binga people when it relocated
them from the Zambezi River that water would follow them, but
failed to fulfil that promise, the same with the Zanu PF
government,” Sibanda said.
“Government must provide water infrastructure, boreholes are not
the answer to the water problems in communities.
“We cannot have people and their livestock drinking from
boreholes.
“We do not have a government. People need clean water for
domestic use, drinking and for agriculture.”
Jestina Mukoko, the ZPP national director, said the issue of water
problems in Binga needed an urgent solution.
“The government should also ensure the prioritisation of the
welfare of the people of Binga,” Mukoko said.
“Only eight months ago, one person died and others were injured
in floods, and as we approach another rainy season, the people of
Binga are still at risk of floods as nothing has been done to
relocate the victims.”
In addition to water shortages, the area, whose majority
population are the Tonga people, is always stalked by hunger
despite being located close to Zimbabwe’s major water body,
Lake Kariba.
The stark contrast between the lives of the native Tonga people
and of those who live at and come to the fancy hotels and resorts

and fisheries lining up the edges of Lake Kariba, and the safaris
surrounding the areas, lays bare the marginalisation of the locals,
who live from hand to mouth.
Reaching Binga is a nightmare, not just because of the
mountainous terrain that makes navigation difficult, but also due
to the road infrastructure’s advanced state of neglect.
From the main highway off the Bulawayo-Victoria Falls highway,
one travels for over 170km in a potholed road that runs across the
mountainous territory.
In interviews carried out in Manjolo, Siansundu and Binga centre,
locals said they felt neglected by central government.
For the Tonga people, the bad road is one of the reasons they feel
the national establishment has abandoned them.
“The state of the roads that lead here is a big issue. It feeds into
our belief that we have been left on our own,” said a Binga
resident at Manjolo, one of the small shopping centres in the area.
The state of the road infrastructure, in many ways, becomes the
symbol of neglect in the district, where in some parts, people live
in a semi-wild state, and enduring conflicts with the animals from
the game parks that surround them.
Their story of marginalisation has been made worse by the recent
recall of Sibanda, the Binga North MP.
Sibanda joined the growing list of legislators and councillors
being recalled by the MDC-T led by Thokozani Khupe.
Khupe won a Constitutional Court dispute that gave her control of
the main MDC-T and she has been on a sustained drive to kick out
legislators and councillors not loyal to her, in what many have
touted as aiding the ruling Zanu PF’s gravitation towards a one-
party state.
For the people of Binga, they see this as a war against them, and
an attempt to further rob them of the only voice they ever had in
the form of Sibanda.
“Now that the government together with Khupe have recalled
Sibanda, it is clear that they have started a war with the people of
Binga.’
“We are prepared to protect our votes, and we will do all it takes,”
said one villager.
According to some, the politics of Binga, where the opposition
has always won since 2000, explains the neglect.
“We have always supported the opposition, and perhaps that is
why we remain forgotten,” said a Manjolo villager, who requested
to remain anonymous.
CONTNUED ON PAGE 3



There was an unfettered spirit of unity on 29 September
when the Zimbabwe Peace Project hosted a dialogue in
Chilonga, Chiredzi South.
Participating in the dialogue were key community leaders
that included village heads, councillors, representatives from
the police, health, education, other local based
organisations and women and men from the surrounding
villages. The platform provided a rare space for community
members to air their human rights related challenges, and
get immediate feedback from the various office holders
present. Key among the issues discussed was the troubling
trend of increased cases of child marriages.
A representative from the police expressed commitment

that they will work more closely with the community
members, health officials and traditional leaders in reducing
child marriages through awareness raising and collaborative

efforts.
Traditional leaders were cited as playing a key role in
facilitating access to communities for stakeholders aiming
to address child marriage issues." Traditional leaders have
great influence on their communities and they must use that
to influence positive change towards ending child
marriages, among other social ills, " said one community
member.
Above all, the community members resolved that they
needed to set aside their cultural and political differences to
work towards the betterment of their society. ZPP heard
stories of how village heads, community members (ZPP
Community Ambassadors), the police and health officials
have collaborated to rescue children trapped in child
marriages following ZPP's past awareness campaigns in the
area.

A pupil at Chikhovo Primary School in
Chiredzi, opens the gate while a goat
looks on. The opening of schools in
October was marked by chaos as
government failed to provide adequate
PPE and teachers remained on strike]

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2: “We
have community members, who no
longer go for social welfare services.
“This is because whether they attend
or not, none will recognise them
because they are opposition.
“When will our time come where
everyone shall be recognised as a
citizen beyond politics? Being MDC
Alliance remains my right.”
Perennial hunger and water
shortages stalk Binga and the ZPP,
which holds community peace-
building initiatives in the area,
expressed concern over the
continued vulnerability of the people
in the area.
The COVID-19 pandemic has made
life worse for the people in Binga as
they have faced harassment,

intimidation and assault by the
security forces deployed in the area
and they have had to contend with
what they call partisan police officers
who abuse them in the name of the
ruling Zanu PF.
“How do I report any human rights
abuse to a police officer or a public
officer who I always see wearing
Zanu PF regalia?”
“It’s obvious when I report to them
about being violated by their
colleagues from Zanu PF, they will
surely undermine my right and tell
me to go away, or they will further
abuse me,” said a community
member, who was part of a ZPP
Community Dialogue held this
month.
“It is within their right that the

people of Binga preserve their
language, culture, values and norms,
and government should respect that
and enhance it by ensuring
educational materials in Tonga
language are made available.
“Tonga is one of the sixteen national
languages and government should
prioritise mainstreaming it and
ensuring that Tonga people also get
access to higher education to enable
them to contribute to the
development of their communities,”
added Mukoko.
ZPP calls on government to be
cognisant of the fact that sustainable
peace is built through the provision
of necessary social services, in
addition to respecting the human
rights of the people of Zimbabwe



Young people in Mutoko, idle for a long time due to the
Covid-19 restrictions, unemployment and general poverty,
have resorted to substance abuse, while a considerable
number of young girls are in child marriages and boys have
joined the illegal gold rush. This came out at a community
dialogue hosted by ZPP at Chindenga School in September.

Substance abuse
The local young people at the dialogue highlighted with

concern the involvement of their counterparts in drug and
alcohol abuse. This is mainly because the young people are
idle; most of them are not employed and also for the school
going age, the schools are closed because of the COVID 19
pandemic. This problem has been exacerbated by an
increase in shebeens established by local villagers where

most of the boys spend their time. This challenge has
contributed to moral decadence among youths who no
longer respect their parents and the elderly; most of them
are leaving home to embark on illegal gold panning to get
more money for drugs.

Child marriages
The Mutoko community is lamenting the prevalence of child
marriages, a challenge which has stayed for a long time in
the area. Community members revealed that young girls are
being taken as brides and some parents consent to such
marriages largely as expecting to be saved from deepening
poverty. The community has called for the arrest of
perpetrators of child marriages including the groom and the
parents who would have consented to the marriage.

As part of its work, ZPP handed over soap and other PPE material in Mutoko, Mutasa, Chiredzi, Matobo, 

Binga and Bulawayo. Here, Community Ambassadors in Mutoko receive the soap



Dear Sis Jessy
Here in Bulawayo, we are worried about the continued shortages of potable water in the city as this may likely result in outbreaks of
cholera, typhoid and other diseases as we are now resorting to unsafe water sources like wells. Tatenda, Mzilikazi, Bulawayo

Zimbabwe is in the grip of a nationwide water crisis due to poor rains and drought and inadequate infrastructure. In our recent research on
access to water, we identified the poor and old water infrastructure as a major cause of the deprivation of the right to water. ZPP also noted
that government and local authorities have not invested enough in the maintenance of existing water reticulation infrastructure and has not
done enough to construct modern infrastructure to harvest, pump and distribute clean, safe and potable water to all. We continue to implore
government to prioritise water as it is a basic right as provided in Section 77 of the Constitution. We also urge you to continuously engage your
local council and Member of Parliament to demand that they work towards ensuring that you enjoy the right to water as enshrined in the
Constitution.

Dear Sis Jessy
We have been left out of the inputs scheme and food aid schemes by the social welfare as some of us are being accused of
supporting the opposition. How do we go about it to seek redress. Muzarabani.

Through our advocacy strategies, we continue to remind government that it has an obligation towards its citizens and should provide all
essential social services to all without bias.
We also work together with our partners to demand accountability in aid distribution. We call on the Agriculture minister to account for the
partisan distribution and ensure those denied get the inputs before the onset of the rains. You can also contact the Zimbabwe Human Rights
Commission on the following Toll free line:08080245

In September, ZPP conducted a Public Social Accountability Monitoring workshop, and participants, who included rights 
holders and office bearers drawn from across the country discussed, among other things, how as a community they can 
account for public resources using local tools & mechanisms


